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Dated: September 12th, 2015 

Dear Alumni, 

 

I feel honored to welcome you all to the 44th annual reunion of the BECAA, East Coast, and North 

America. 

 

It is the time to enjoy a bit of nostalgia, for I think I can say for all our alumni that the memory of the 

stint in BE College is one of the fondest of our lifetime.  

 

This year is special for several reasons. For the first time we had a formal election with written 

ballots for the positions of office bearers of our Association. We also started a website, a great help 

for communication, information dissemination and myriad works of the executive committee. Also 

after a few failed attempts during the past several years we have nearly completed an update to the 

BECAA Constitution.  It has been reviewed, commented on by members of the executive committee 

and other senior members of BECAA and is in the process of final edition. It will be shortly sent to 

the general membership with our strong recommendation for its adoption. I convey my gratitude to 

the executive committee and all others involved for the above achievements. 

 

By now perhaps everybody knows about IIEST, the new name of our alma mater. I take this 

opportunity to request all alumni to go to GAABESU.ORG and become a life member. 

 

I thank you all for attending this Reunion celebration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dilip K Bhattacharya 
President, BECAA, East Coast 
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State of New Jersey 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, PO Box 350 

Trenton, NJ  08625 

 

 

CHRIS CHRISTIE                              UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA 

         Governor                                           Commissioner 

                           TEL:  (609) 777-3333 

KIM GUADAGNO                                     FAX:  (609) 292-3887 

Lieutenant Governor 

 

                                                                                                                                                                Sep 12, 2015 

Mr. Niloy Jana 

General Secretary 

BECAA of USA and Canada 

1101 Rhodes Dr. 

Belle Mead, NJ 08502 

 

Dear Mr. Jana, 

              Re: 44th Annual Reunion of Bengal Engineering College Alumni Association 

 

It is with great pleasure I extend my warmest greeting to the Bengal Engineering College Alumni Association of USA and Canada as 

you celebrate your 44th Annual Reunion on September 12, 2015.  

 

As a Commissioner of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, I would like to congratulate all the members of this association for 

their commitment of preserving the dignity of their alma mater. New Jersey is very fortunate to have extremely talented professionals 

who also help cultivate the state’s cultural richness. I applaud all your efforts and those of your members in celebrating your 

achievement and heritage. 

 

I wish you continued success and all the best for your future endeavors.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
(Upendra J. Chivukula) 

NJ BPU Commissioner 
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BECAA nucleus started in 1971 by a group of alumni with their better halves and family members. Through 
their dedication, hard work, judicious decision making capability leading to self funded of this start up and 
making sure everyone is involved, they started this organization. They canvass to as many Alumni as they 
can find month after month, inviting them to meetings. Interesting part is they did not ignore any one, they 
listen to everyone, treat everyone equal with respect and that is the success of BECAA. 
 
This is an extra ordinary group of people who embraces all with open arms and whose vision and sacrifices 
propel BECAA prosperity. 
 
And today we, the BECAA members salute, honor and say thank you to our Founding Members and here 
they are: 
 

 
Late Paresh Bhattacharjee 1947 CE 

Amit Banerjea 1952 CE 
Asish Sen Gupta 1953 CE 
Paritosh Ghatak 1960 CE 

Prabhansu Ghoshal  1964 Arch 
Pijush Dey 1964 Arch 

Shailen Bose 1949   CE 
Nikhil Sarkar. 1966 MET 

Pinaki Chakrabarty 1961 CE 
Monoj Guha 1963 MET 

Late Sunirmal Banerjee 1969 CE 
Late Suhas Choudhury 1957 CE 

Late Susanta Gupta 1953 CE 
Kamalendu Ganguly 1963 ME 

 

Founding Members of BECAA 
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Our Website:    

https://www.becaaeastcoast.org/ 

 

Our Facebook Page: 

  

https://www.facebook.com/BECAEastCoast/ 

 

Twitter handle:  

 

https://twitter.com/becaaeastcoast 

 

 

 

Any questions/suggestions, please reach out to:  

Site Admin:  

Tanmoy Sanbui  

Mail-to: tanmoy_sanbui@yahoo.com  

Contact: 203-524-5216  

 

https://www.facebook.com/BECAEastCoast/
https://twitter.com/becaaeastcoast
tel:203-524-5216
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অ-সমান্তরাল 

কৃষ্ণা চ ৌধূরী 
(Spouse of Debu Chaudhuri – EE ‘68) 

 

সকাল চেকক আকাশ ঘনঘটা হকে রকেকে, ককেুক্ষণ হকলা চনাকেক্স পড়া শুরু হকেকে। আজকক blizzard হকে আেহাওোর খেকর েকল 

যাকে ককিন চেককই। আজকক না একলই পারত করকন ভােকলা। ককন্তু এটা চেব্রুোরী মাস, এই সমকে চতা সে কিনই blizzard হোর 

সম্ভােনা োকক। গত সপ্তাকহই চতা োড়ী েকস কেল িকুিন, চরাজ চরাজ কামাই করকল চতা  কলনা, নতুন  াকরী।  

এখন োকজ চমাকট সকাল িশটা। ক্লাকসর োাঁকক োাঁকক মাকে মাকেই জানলার কিকক চ াখ  কল যাকে, মাকে মাকে রাস্তা চিকখ আসকে 

চস। না এখনও রাস্তাঘাট পকরষ্কার আকে। এই করকত করকত লাকের সমে  কল এল। চনা চেশ চেকগ পড়কে, রাস্তার িপুাকশ 

সাইডওোক উুাঁ ু হকে  চগকে। সু্কল েুটি হকত এখনও কতনঘন্টা োকী। অকনকক চেকরকে যাকে চিখল করকন, ওরা সোই অকনক কিন 

ধকর কাজ করকে এখাকন। পারকমশন োড়াই  কল চগল একলজাকেে, কলণ্ডা এেং আরও চেশ ককেকজন। টমাস মাকন কডপাটট কমন্ট 

চহডকক কজকেস করকত েলল কিকিপযাল ওকির চযকত কিকেকে। একিকক কিকিপযাল একটু আকগই ইন্টারককম এযনাউি ককরকে চোডট  

চেকক পারকমশন োড়া চকউ চেকরাকত পারকেনা। চলাকটা ভোনক কমতু্থক।  

পকরর ক্লাসগুকলাকত সু্টকডন্টও অকনক কম, চেশীরভাগকিরই তাকির োো মাকেরা তুকল কনকে চগকে। চয কজন একসকে তাকির মকধযও 

চকউ চকউ  কল যাকে। মাকে মাকেই ইন্টারককম এযনাউি হকে সু্টকডন্টকির নাম, তাকিরকক চকউ তুলকত একসকে। চশকের ক্লাস 

িকুটাকত চকউ এলনা। েুটির ঘন্টা পড়ার ককেক কমকনট আকগই নীক  চনকম যাে ঠিক করলাম। তার আকগ পাকশর ঘকর কডপাটট কমকন্টর 

চোন চেকক োড়ীকত চোন করলাম। কর্ত্টা চোন তুলকলন, েললাম “হযাকলা, োড়ী  কল একসকো”? “অকনকক্ষন, আকম চতা 

চভকেকেলাম তুকম একস চগে”। “না আকম এই চেকড়াকে। চেকলরা  কল একসকে”? “সব্বাই োড়ীকত, চতামাকির আজককর এই 

অেস্থাে সু্কল েন্ধ হেকন? এ চতা েড় তাজ্জে েযাপার, রাস্তাঘাকটর অেস্থা চতা ভীেনই খারাপ। আজ চতামাকক সু্ককল রাত কাটাকত 

হকে”। “চিকখ কক হে”। “সােধাকন গাড়ী  ালাকে ”। গলার স্বকর ক ন্তার আভাস।  

এই এক চলাক, যতক্ষন আকম সুস্থ সেল োকে উতযক্ত ককর মারকে ককন্তু চযই চিখকে আমার অসুকেধা হকে ো অসুস্থ হকে পকড়কে 

কিশাহারা হকে পড়কে, কক ককর আমাকক আোর সুস্থ সেল ককর তুলকে তার ক ন্তাে নাওো খাওো েন্ধ ককর চেলকে। নীক  চনকম 

চিকখ একিোম চেকক চগট অেকধ ভীকড় ভকর্ত্ট। হই  ই  লকে, সোর এক কো, এই অেস্থাে চকউ সু্কল চখালা রাকখ, যারা োড়ী 

কেরকত পারকেনা আজকক তাকির রাত কাটাকনার েযােস্থা করা উক ৎ সু্ককলর ইতযাকি ইতযাকি। েুটির ঘন্টা চেকজ চগল।  

   

      ২ 

রাস্তাে চেকরকে েরকের পাহাড় চিকখ আমার মাো ঘুকর চগল, গাড়ীর লম্বা লাইন িকুিকক, নড়কেনা চকউই কেকশে, যারা রাস্তাে 

গাড়ী পাকট  ককরকে তাকির খুে অসুকেধা গাড়ী োর ককর লাইকন চ াকা। আমার গাড়ী রকেকে লকট। চগাড়ালীর চেশ খাকনকটা ওপর 

অেকধ চ কক যাওো েরকের রাকশ চেকল গাড়ীর কাকে চপৌাঁোলাম। িাে পকনর কমকনট ধকর েৃো চ ষ্টা ককর গাড়ী নড়াকত পারলাম 

না,  াকা েরকের মকধয এমন  ুকক এাঁকট রকেকে যা আমার সাকধয কুকলকে উেলনা োর করোর। Shovel োককল হকতা হেকতা ককন্তু 
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খাকল হাকত েরে সকরকে গাড়ী োর করা এই হাড় কাাঁপাকনা শীকতর মকধয কশকের োো একলও চপকর উেকেনা। অতঃপর সু্ককলই রাত 

কাটাকত হকে চভকে আোর কেকর যাে ঠিক করলাম।  

পাককট ং লট চেকক চসই েরকের  াকলর মকধয কিকে পা ডুকেকে ডুকেকে চেকরকে রাস্তাে একস পরলাম। হোৎ শুনকত চপলাম চকউ 

ডাককে, “করকন করকন”। তাকককে চিকখ মাগটাকরট রাস্তাে গাড়ীর লাইকন, গাড়ীর  াকে েন্ধ ককর অনয সমস্ত গাড়ীর  ালককির 

মকতাই েকস আকে। “চকাোে  কলে?” কজকেস করল আমাকক, “গাড়ী োর করকত পারলাম না তাই কেকর যাকে সু্ককল মকন হকে 

আজকক আমাকক অকনককর মকতা সু্ককলই রাত কাটাকত হকে”। “চকউ োককেনা সোই আকগ পকর  কল যাকে। তুকম এস আমার সকে

”, েকল গাড়ীর িরজা খুকল কিল। আকম ভােলাম ও আমাকক োড়ী চপৌাঁকে চিকে। েললাম “আমার োড়ী অকনক িকূর তুকম এই 

অেস্থাে অতটা রাস্তা চযকত পারকে”? “আকম চতামাকক চতামার োড়ী চপৌাঁোকত যাকেনা, আজ রাকে তুকম আমার োড়ীকত োককে

”। হাে কপাল আকম কক মূখট! এই অেস্থাে চকউ কাউকক ride চিে? তেু স্বকস্তর কনঃশ্বাস চেললাম সু্ককল োককত হকেনা চভকে 

কেকশেতঃ Margie যখন েলল রাকে চকউ ওখাকন োককেনা। ও এই টাউকন োকক, আমার চেকক চ র চেশীকিন ধকর কাজ করকে, 

আর আমার সকে যকেষ্ট হৃিযতা আকে সুতরাং কিধা করলাম না।  

মাগটাকরকটর োড়ী এখান চেকক িশ কমকনকটর রাস্তা, আমাকির চপৌাঁোকত একঘন্টার ওপর লাগকলা। এটা একটা টাউনহাউস, গযাকরকজ 

গাড়ী  ুকককে চসখান কিকেই আমরা চভতকর  ুকলাম। িেকমই ককক ন সকে লাকগাো ডাইকনং রুম, পাকশই চমাটামুটি সাইকজর কলকভং 

রুম। ওর োড়ীকত আকম আকগও একসকে, চিখলাম ককেু অিল েিল হকেকে। চসাোে িজুন ভদ্রমকহলা েকস, একজনকক চিকখই 

ক নলাম Margieর চমকে Sherry আর একজন মাগটাকরকটর েেসী ঠিক ক নকত পারলাম না। আলাপ ককরকে কিল ওর ননি।  

 

      ৩ 

আকম একটা চোন করকত  াইলাম, সকে সকে Sherry চিকখকে কিল চোনটা। কর্ত্টার গলা চশানা চগল, “হযাকলা, আকম েলকে 

মাগটকরকটর োড়ী চেকক”,  “তুকম ওর োড়ীকত  কল চযকত চপকরকো”?  “আকম কনকজর গাড়ী  াকলকে আকসকন, Margie আমাকক 

তুকল কনকেকে রাস্তা চেকক”। “তাহকল চতামার গাড়ী চকাোে”? “সু্ককলর পাককট ং লকট”। “ককেু হকেনা চতা”। “না, না, security 

আকে। সে ঠিক আকে চতা”? “হযাাঁ সে ঠিক আকে, snow চশে হকে রাত িশটা নাগাি খেকর েলল, আকম একোর রাকের কিকক 

চোন করে”। চোন নম্বর োড়ীর ঠিকানা সে কলকখ কনকলন। চোন চরকখ আকম ওকির কাকে েসলাম, সোই T.V খুকল মকনাকযাগ 

কিকে storm watch চিখকে।  

T.V চিখকত চিখকতই মাগটাকরট কডনাকরর েযােস্থা করকত শুরু করল, আকম একগকে চগলাম সাহাযয করকত, মাগটাকরট েলল “it is all 

broil and bake, no stirring standing by the oven for 3 hours” মাকন আমাকির রান্নাোন্না চয কষ্টসাকপক্ষ চসটাই েলকত 

 াইল। িাে সাকড় নটা নাগাি আমাকির খাওো িাওো চশে হকলা, আরও ঘন্টা খাকনক আমরা T.V চিকখ ওপকর চগলাম, চসখাকন 

িকুটা চেডরুম। েড় চেডরুকম একটি কেশাল খাট ও অনযানয আসোেপে, চোট ঘরটিকত িকুটা কসেল চেড। মাগটাকরকটর ননি 

Alison এেং আকম এখাকনই চশাে আজ রাকে, অনযকিন Alison ও Sherry চশাে এখাকন। আজকক Sherry ওর মার সকে চশাকে।  
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রাকে চশরীর কেশাল চ ালা নাইটি পকর আকম শুকে পরলাম। Alison কজোসা করল অনয োড়ীর কেোনাে অসুকেধা হকে ককনা। 

আকম জানালাম ককেুমাে না। এই কেোনা আমার োড়ীর কেোনা চেকক চয ভাল নে, ওকক আর েললাম না তকে চরাজ রাকে আমার 

চগাঁকট োতওলা স্বামীর আধঘন্টা ধকর হাত পা টিকপ চিোর চেকক চ র ভাকলা। “Alison, where do you live”?  আকম কজকেস 

করলাম। “Right here in this house”. েুেকত পারল আকম একটু অোক হকেকে। ও েলকত শুরু করল “মাগটাকরট যখন 

সাতমাকসর চিগনযান্ট চশরীকক কনকে তখন আমার িািা মাগটাকরটকক চেকড়  কল যাে। আমারই এক cousin এর widowর সকে 

extramarital relationship হে তাকির। চস কক িরুােস্থা মাগটাকরকটর, চপকট োচ্চা,  াকরী সামকল একা একা অসহাে অেস্থা। 

আকম আমার িািাকক অকনক চোোোর চ ষ্টা ককরকে, সোই চ ষ্টা ককরকে 
 

 ককন্তু ককেুকতই না, চসই bitchএর চমাহ চেকক ককেুকতই োর করা চগলনা তাকক। চসই সমকে আকম ও Margieর মা ওর পাকশ 

িাড়ালাম। চশরী জন্মাল, তার ককেুকিন পকর মাগটাকরট কডকভাসট োইল করল, এককোাঁটা চ াকখর জল চেকলকন, চশরীকক কক  মৎকার 

ককর মানুে করল, চশরী কলকম্বো ইউকনভাকসটটি  চেকক communication এ distinction কনকে পাশ ককর recently anchor 

woman এর কাজ করকে NBCচত এসেই জান কনশ্চেই।  

 

      ৪ 

 

আকমও িকতো করলাম ঐ হতভাগা িািার সকে চকানওরকম সম্পকট  রাখেনা। আকম কনকজকক মাগটাকরকটর এই অেস্থার জনয িােী 

ভােলাম কারন আকমই আমার চোটকেলার েনু্ধ মাগটাকরকটর সকে িািার আলাপ ককরকে কিকেকেলাম এেং চ কেকেলাম ওরা িজুকন 

কেকে করুক। চসইজনয আকমও আর কেকে ককরকন, চশরীকক চিখাশুকনা করে আর মাগটাকরকটর কাকেই োকে সারাজীেন। অেশয 

Marge যকি আোর কেকে ো করত তাহকল েযাপারটা অনযরকম হকতা”।  

Alison এর কো শুনকত শুনকত আকম অকভভূত হকে চগলাম। ননি ভাকজর এই আভােনীে ভালোসার কো আকম জীেকন কখনও 

শুকনকন এেং ভােকতও পাকরনা। কনকজর রােোকঘনী ননকিনীর কো মকন হল, যাককগ চসকো, কক েলকত কক েকল চেলে চশেকাকল 

অনেট হকে যাকে কো কাকন চগকল। আকম েললাম “Margie কডকভাসটড চসটা জাকন সোই ককন্তু তার কপেকন এইরকম হৃিে কেিারক 

ঘটনা আকে চসটা চতা জানা কেলনা। ও চকানওকিনও ওর স্বামীর কেরুকে একটাও খারাপ কো েকলকন অনযানয কডকভাসটড ো 

মযাকরড চমকেকিরও মকতা”। Alison েলল “Margieর আত্মসম্মান েযান ি ণ্ড, ও চকানও অেস্থাকতই গযারী মাকন ওর স্বামী, 

আমার িািার সম্বকন্ধ একটাও োকজ কো েকলনা। চভতকর ি ণ্ড অকভমান আকে ককন্তু কখনও তা িকাশ ককরনা”। আকম আরও 

অকভভূত হকে চগলাম, এ জনযই কক মাগটাকরকটর এত অসাধারন ক্ষমতা? যারা সাধারন চমকে তারা অকত অনাোকসই গলগল ককর 

একগািা েকক যাে স্বামীর কেরুকে রাগ হকলই, তাই তাকির সমস্ত শকক্ত চেকরকে যাে ককন্তু মাগটাকরট চযকহতু সাধারকনর িকল পকরনা 

তাই চস গলগল ককর েকক না তাই চোধহে তার সমস্ত শকক্ত চভতকর চেকক যাে।  
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পকরর কিন সকাল এগারটা নাগাি কতট া একলন েড় চেকলকক সকে কনকে। েক্ েক্ করকে  াকরকিক, রাস্তাঘাটও অকনক পকরষ্কার। 

মাগটাকরকটর োড়ী চেকক চেকরকে সু্ককলর প্লাও করা পাককট ং লট চেকক গাড়ী তুকল চযটা আমার েড় চেকল ড্রাইভ করল আমরা োড়ীর 

কিকক রওনা কিলাম আর কোর োাঁকক োাঁকক মাগটাকরকটর কোই মকন হকত লাগকলা।   

আমার কাকে Margieর এই শকক্তর উৎস কক শুধুই আত্মসম্মান েযান নাকক তার পাকতব্রাতয নাকক  করেহীন infidelity চিােযুক্ত 

স্বামীকক ক্ষমা করকত পারার অসীম মকনােল? শুকনকে মানেুকক ক্ষমা করকত পারকল কনকজর মকন শাকন্ত পাওো যাে। মাগটাকরট কক 

কনকজর শাকন্তর জনযই কখনও পকতকনন্দা ককরনা? চক জাকন? সারা সমেটা এ কোই ভােকত ভােকত কখন োড়ীর চিাড়কগাড়াে 

চপৌকে চগকে েুেকতও পাকরকন। 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more her work and information for her published books, please visit: 
www.UsBengalForum.com 
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We went to the vacation.  

We took a plane. 

The plane was fast. 

We flew like a bird. 

I sat by the window. 

We ate snacks in the plane. 

We went to Disney Land.  

We rode on the roller coaster. 

We saw a big water slide. 

We saw a whale. We saw dolphins. 

The dolphins kick the water with their tails. 

I love dolphins. They are my favorite. 

We met the astronauts in NASA. 

We drove a race car in Epcot. 

We watched the China town show. 

We also saw a big golf ball. 

We took picture in front of the golf ball. 

We saw fireworks at night. 

We came back to the hotel in monorail. 

I miss Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Trip to Florida 

Soumyanil Jana (6 yrs.) 

Son of Niloy Jana (CST ’94) and Soumi Jana 
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What would you think of life without video games and TV? No defeating the Ender Dragon or the Wither 

Boss in Minecraft? No more Bowser in Super Mario Bros. 2? No more goals in Fifa 15? No more shows on 

Disney XD? Well that is what exactly happened in the past. Kids had no idea what these so called 

“electronics” were, because there was no such thing as them! They had to find different ways to entertain 

their selves, and have fun. So, they made up their own games that are very familiar to us today. You may not 

know this, but if you open your mind to the surroundings, you will find a way to have fun without burning 

your eyes out. So let us travel back in time to see what to do if you’re parents, out of the blue, tell you that 

tomorrow you will have to start living like a pioneer. 

 Are you missing Fifa 15? Then why don’t you play soccer for real? Soccer is a great game to play with 

friends and family. It is also very fun. This was a popular game in the past. The winners and the losers don’t 

matter. It only matters if they have fun. Even though there are lots of rules, the game is very simple. There 

are many things you can do outside, like basketball, baseball, and other sports. But what if you are stuck 

inside? No, we are not thinking about electronics. Little girls have an ability to stay well stuck with dolls (not 

asking you guys to do that). Are you going to let them take that advantage? No way! You can’t let them! Boys 

are always better! Why not trying to find a game? Do you guys know about the game marbles? This is a game 

that you have to try to hit as many marbles as you can with one marble. The person who gets the most 

marbles in the least shots wins. If you are still missing soccer, why not play paper soccer? Paper soccer is a 

game where all you need is a piece of paper, two pencils, a ruler, and a friend. You draw out the field, and 

place your players anywhere on the field, turn by turn. Then the person wants to start, takes his pencil and 

places it on his player that is the closest to the middle. He then slides the tip of the pencil the direction he 

wants the ball to go. With that mark, place the ruler on the line, so it faces the direction of the end of the 

line. This will help you see where it will go. If the ball goes out, follow the regular rules, throw in, or goal kick. 

If the ball goes to one of your players, then you get to go again, using that player. There are also many games 

that you can play with a sibling, such as a thing called board games. Some people make up jokes about them, 

like “Board games are boring!” That is actually not true. If you are playing chess, it might be a life-or-death 

situation, which is very intense. These games are classical and fun to play. They need logical reasoning, and a 

lot! Another thing that we forget about when they play devices is their own family.  If you are bored, why not 

play a game of Ludo with your siblings or parents? It is very fun to spend time with them. You will never 

know what your parents’ crazy idea is next! 

 Every day, lots of us watch TV for about three hours a day. We just sit there, hypnotized by the show. 

We miss out on all the fun just because we are watching TV. Instead, we could make our own shows and 

plays. We can make many costumes and fun scripts. Nobody would need to watch TV if we had this. We can 

A World without Electronics 
Abheek Dhara (5th Grade) 

Son of Probir  (ETC ’98) and Sumita Dhara 
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also play instruments to make a melody to go with the play. And who even needs a TV to get the ideas if we 

have books. Books are a respectful thing in life. We can pass hours without taking their eyes of a book. Books 

help us read stories past down from many generations.  

 Another thing that happens when people watch lots of TV is that they get very scrawny and weak. 

They get sick very often, so they have to get lots of medicines. That is why physical fitness is a very important 

thing in life. If we watch TV less, and do physical fitness for an hour a day, everybody will be in good shape, 

anytime. If we don’t exercise, then we will have to suffer the consequences. 

 In the late 20s, scientists invented phones. Later, people invented something called texting. That was a 

big mistake. But why? People invented texting for sending messages. Texting was a hit, and almost 

everybody these days text. But there is one thing that texting can’t add. Imagination. That is why we have 

the post office system. Instead of just typing, we kids can hand write. We can also draw. This a way to show 

the person who we were sending it to how hard we worked on it. This will make them happy to see how 

much effort we put for them. 

 Remember, playing devices isn’t the only thing in the world. Too much of these games can strain your 

eyes. This is why many of us have to get glasses and contacts. People who play lots of video games also get 

carried away from school work studies. But I guess sometimes it is ok and fun to play these laptops and 

watch TV. It is still best to play as little as possible. Let’s have some fun outside of screen!! 
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The Greek economic crisis is an ongoing problem in Europe. Since the crisis, the Greek unemployment rate 

has soared to 25.8% and even after 260 Billion euros in bailout money, Greece still sits in the dark hole of 

debt. Some analysts are even saying that conditions are worse than the Great Depression. This seems like a 

huge mess, but how did it start, what can we do to fix it, and will Greece ever make it out of economic 

meltdown. 

As we all know Greece is part of the European Union (EU), and the currency used by the EU is the euro (€). To 

understand this as an issue, we need to understand the financial system of a country. Any given country has 

a monetary and fiscal policy. Monetary policy governs how much money is printed and the interest rates for 

borrowing and loaning money. Fiscal policy governs taxes and how they are spent, in addition it rules how 

much a government can borrow from investors. The European Central Bank (ECB) prints all the euro’s in 

Europe and it controls interest rates in the Euro-Zone, therefore Europe has a unified monetary policy. 

Whereas, all the countries in Euro-Zone have their own fiscal policy, this is where all the trouble starts. 

Before the EU Greece could only borrow money from investors at 18% interest. Added to this (years before 

the Euro) the Greek government usually failed to collect most of the taxes they imposed on their  

citizens, but when the ECB came to be the interest rate fell to 2%, this allowed the money Greece could 

borrow to skyrocket. Taxes were no longer a problem, Greece could borrow double, or even triple of its tax 

revenue. The money that Greece borrowed in addition to their tax revenues was called deficit. Year after 

year Greece would accumulate massive debts due to the very high deficit, and year after year the Greek 

government would report lower deficits than that were actually present. This continued until one day the 

new Greek government broke the news to the world that it had accumulated a debt so large that there was 

almost no hope of it ever being repaid. 

Now what happens when a small country in the EU is in massive debt? It calls on the larger and more fiscally 

stable economies such as Germany and France to pay its bills. And that’s exactly what happened . . . sort of. 

See Germany wasn’t comfortable giving hundreds of billions of Euros to Greece with no guarantee that 

another crisis would not pop up again. Finally Germany agreed on the condition that Greece would follow 

their austerity measures. This meant cutting the large government benefits and massive pensions plus 

forcing EVERYONE to pay taxes. In essence, Germany said, “If you want OUR money you need to also take 

OUR morals."  

 

The Greek Economic Crisis (as of 7/12/2015) 
Sunrit Panda  

Son of Gokul (97’ Min E) and Shikha Panda(98’ Arch) 
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But all was not rosy with the bailouts and austerity measures. The new laws targeting austerity measures 

caused unemployment to spike and riots to ensue, and as Greece’s taxes were based on how much its 

citizens earned this resulted into black money markets. In a way Greece had entered a worse situation than it 

was already in. Because of this, after two bailouts totaling 250 BILLION Euros, Greece has rejected austerity 

and thus the EU is debating a third bailout and the government is on the verge of default. 

The question we all wonder now is whether Greece will get its act together and make a plan to stop this 

disaster and make a functional fiscal policy or will EU leaders finally agree to Germany’s plan to ban Greece 

for 5 years. Unfortunately, unless circumstances change the scale is leaning towards the dreaded Gregzit. 
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VISHWAKARMA – ARCHITECT/ ENGINEER OF HEAVEN 
Prabhansu Kumar Ghosal (Arch ’64) 

Emeritus Member of the American Institute of Architects 
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Anna Wintour. Annie Leibovitz. Karl Lagerfeld. These are all names you may have heard of, as they have 
become household figures with the iconic work they create. They have worked all their lives to come to the 
position of where they are today. But what if one day, a college student interested in fashion decided to start 
a blog, where she/he would document their everyday activities and thoughts. And what if one day they ran 
these iconic names out of business? Well that’s exactly the case for millennials who have taken over the 
fashion industry with their popular blogs, which have garnered hundreds of thousands of followers. 
 

 

What Is It? 
 
A blog, according to the dictionary, is a regular updated website or web page, typically one run by a student 
or a group that is written in an informal or conversational style. A blogger is essentially someone who posts 
on the blog. Blogs are very easy to start, which contributes to the growing number of bloggers. Companies 
and startups can take months to plan and actually start, which can cause people to become uninterested. 
However, with a blog, all you have to do is sign up on a free website, give it a name, and simply click “post”. 
This is helpful for students, who have limited time. So why do people start blogs? Most people start because 
they are attracted to a certain topic and want to share their thoughts with the world, but might not be able 
to pursue a job in that field, maybe because they don’t have the time or the qualifications. Others also start 
because they want to find a welcoming community where they can expand their knowledge. Tiffany Ishiguro, 
of the blog I Am Style-ish, says “ I’ve never really known a lot of people who related to me fashion-wise. 
Blogging has given me a community of like-minded fashion lovers.”  
 
Why Are They So Popular? 
 
Part of the reason that bloggers have snapped up so many followers is because bloggers are regular people 
too and they understand the daily frustration of picking out an outfit, something multimillionaire designers 
might not.  Ashley Simko, a graphic designer in NYC and a part-time blogger says, “They (style bloggers) help 
the average person understand how high fashion is applicable to them.” Bloggers are easy to relate to, as 
they also go to work and run errands, just like the average woman. Girls and women alike look to these blogs 

Rise of the Fashion Blogger 
Ramyanee Mukherjee 

Daughter of Ratna and Arindam Mukhopadhyay (Mechanical, 1990) 
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for fashion inspiration that they can access instantly, rather than waiting for the monthly circulation of 
fashion magazines. That’s another reason why fashion bloggers are so popular; they can update their sites 
and social media in seconds. But a monthly magazine would have to wait and could at most, post on their 
general social medias. These days, readers want the news as soon as it happens, and style bloggers can 
deliver that.  

 

 
 
Blogs have recently come to the public’s attention, and it is inspiring other aspiring fashionistas to start their 
own website. At a Conde Nast workshop, which is the publishing house of major magazine Vogue, they 
strongly suggested that you start your own fashion blog to get your work out and show your personality and 
style to future employees. Additionally, a 2013 survey by OFCOM, the office of communications in the UK, 
found a 100% increase in blogs created. They say, “People seem to be attracted to the idea of having their 
own corner of the internet to write about whatever they want, giving them a platform to voice their opinions 
and interests.”  
 
How is the Fashion Industry Affected? 
 
If you looked at the front row of a major fashion label’s runway show during New York Fashion Week five 
years ago, you would see a bevy of magazine editors, movie stars, and top models. At this year’s NYFW in 
February, 2015, there was a strange sight to behold. Sitting beside Anna Wintour, editor-in-chief of Vogue at 
the Marc Jacobs show was top blogger Bryanboy, of his self-named blog. This year, it was not an uncommon 
sight to see bloggers such as Chiara Ferragni of The Blonde Salad, Bryan Grey Yambao of Bryanboy, and 
Susanna Lau of Style Bubble, sitting next to the industry’s top professionals front row. According to Forbes 
magazine, “High-profile style bloggers are enjoying a new-found fame these days that’s particularly timely 
considering the volatile stock market and tepid economic recovery.” Major companies have caught on to the 
blogger trend and are sending them to major shows and therefore bloggers are finding their time in the 
spotlight. 
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Beyond the Blog 
 
When bloggers first started, they were most likely blogging when they found the time and using the 
resources that they had, such as their own clothes and most likely, an iPhone camera. Now that bloggers 
have become so popular, big brands are reaching out to them in the form of being a sponsor or sending them 
their products. As I mentioned before, many girls look up to these bloggers and use them as inspiration. 
Companies such as Pacsun or Topshop have sent smaller bloggers some of their clothes to use in a blog post. 
If the blogger can successfully style these pieces, then their readers may want to invest in the brand also, 
therefore bringing business in for the company, who will nevertheless pay the blogger a large sum. For major 
bloggers such as Chiara Ferragni of The Blonde Salad, who has 3.8 million followers, major high-fashion labels 
such as Chloe and Louis Vuitton have sent them their products and even sent them to their runway shows 
around the world for no cost. Some could say that they are the 21st century marketing tool! In fact, blogger 
Danielle Bernstein of We Wore What, and many others can get paid up to $15,000 for a single Instagram post 
in which they feature a company’s product! Another recurring trend is bloggers getting their own clothing or 
accessory line. For example, Aimee Song of Song of Style, has a clothing line called Two Songs with her sister. 
If it wasn’t already obvious that bloggers have become top figures in the fashion industry, Chiara Ferragni 
was the first blogger to attend the Met Gala last month and the CFDAs this Monday.  
 
Here to Stay 
 
With their impressive following on their blogs and social medias, it is a no-brainer that these style influencers 
will continue to climb the ranks of the fashion industry. They have taken the world by storm and they don’t 
intend on leaving. 
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                             Golden Days of B. E. College  
Dilip Bhowmick 

(Architecture 1965) 
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My very waters cascade rapidly from the icy peaks 
Of the towering glacier standing tall 

The birth of a natural "roller coaster" 
That never stops at all 

 
I am an acquainted traveler  

As I flow, rough and leafy tree-branches shake my ripples  
As they bend down to greet me warmly 
I pass through those limp, green vines 

Who dance gracefully on my body  
Bringing me great joy  

But, of course... 
Nature's greatest foe, pollution! 

I toss around and quiver as I am truly distraught 
When the humongous heaps of grimy filth catch my sight 

Oh! How I miss the perfect harmony between my good, old friends 
Back in the wilderness  

 
I consider myself as a provider 

Creatures run wildly to drink from me  
My fresh water pours into tanks, pots, and jars 

And the irrigation for crops and plants  
To quench the thirst of all living things 
I am the founding base of civilizations  

My banks and body an abundant source of food  
I efficiently transport goods for trade  

I am a habitat for animals, big and small 
I give them protection from any harm 

Oh! How proud I feel when I see them smile 
As I enrich the fresh soil 

Enjoying their new home 
I am experienced with this task  

Over thousands of years, I've worked without a moment's hesitation  
I know that as long as I give, all creatures will live 

A fruitful, prosperous life 
 
 
 

The Journey of a River 
Rupsa Jana  

Daughter of Niloy Jana(CST ’94) and Soumi Jana 



B E C A A                                                         >> USA & Canada <<                                                ~ 30 ~ 

 

 
I am a strong leader 

Invincible is my name  
Not fortune or fame  

Yet I look for peace, and justice 
I am a spirit that guides others 
To flow gently, yet stay tough  

I am a savior in those scorching hot deserts 
When the chances of survival get rough  

 
I must have been sitting for an hour  

Wondering who I was in my beautiful dreams 
I see through the eyes of a river 

 Thousands of lives held together by my streams 
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In the lazy summer days 

When the sun was shining bright ☀ 
And all we did was run and play 

Carelessly from morning to night 🌙 
 
 

In the wonderful summer days 

When the sun didn't set ‘til late☀ 
And we pleaded to stay outside 

Until out was the dinner plate 🍕 
 
 

But now the autumn breeze 
Blows away the endless days 

And covers our memories 

In a layer of falls colorful leaves 🍁 
 
 

As we approach summers end 

Students bring out their books📖 
Reunited are friends 

And cherished are summers good looks🙆 
 
 

Another chapter of our lives 📕 
Has come and gone 

But now we start a new chapter 🔖 
Because approaching is autumn 

 
 

And as the cold winter days approach 

And while the sun doesn’t shine so bold�  
We wait by the window for snow 

To enjoy the holidays and cold❄ 

 

 

Summer's End 
Ishani Sengupta 

Daughter of Santanu (ETC ’96) & Anu Sengupta 
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My girl scout troop and I piled into a wooden cabin as we talked about the exciting things we could try 
this year. We had arrived at the Girl Scout Camporee 2015, an annual meet up of all the Girl Scout 
troops in our service unit. We pushed the screen door open to enter the well cleaned cabin with about 
12 beds and shelves. As we explored the cabin and unpacked our stuff, we decided to make ourselves 
changing rooms by hanging extra sheets and using heavy items to hold it on top of the cupboard. The 
camporee kicked off with an inauguration ceremony also known as Ice Breaker Games. They are 
basically a chance to get teamed up with other troops and play games to get to know each other. That 
didn’t last very long so soon we were walking on the dirt road back to our cabin to get ready for bed. 
After we were in bed we talked about what were our favorite parts of the games. I said "trading swaps". 
Swaps are cute, mini handmade items that are traded with other troop members. It is a way to make 
new friends. My favorite one was a mini marshmallow made out of a cotton ball with a toothpick in it 
to represent a marshmallow on a stick. I was sleepy so I wasn’t up till everybody finished their “speech". 

  
 Next day we woke up bright and early and after a hearty breakfast of cereal and pancakes, we headed 
towards the zip line. We walked over a beautiful bridge and below us was a glistening and rippled lake 
leading out into the vast country. The zip line spanned above the lake where people boat. I literally 
took my glasses and headband off and shoved them into my backpack. I wanted to even take my shoes 
off, but I wasn’t allowed to. I shivered as I walked up the shaky stairs to the platform from where the 
zip line took off. They hooked me on to the harness and 1, 2, 3…. and off I went far into the air! It was 
like flying in the air! My heart thumped as the zip line jerked to a halt. It was all over! I had done it all 
by myself!!! As they unbuckled my harness, I watched my friends come flying in. Soon we were heading 
towards the "ROPE COURSE"- which from the ground itself looked very challenging. And in fact really 
scary. Simply too scary!!! As I waited in line after putting on my harness, my friends who had already 
completed the course warned that the course was really difficult. I was seriously tempted to turn 
around but I eventually didn’t!!!! My legs became jelly like and my stomach knotted as I climbed the 
rope net to the platform that led to the start of the course. It felt like it was 80 feet above the 
ground!!!!!! The rope course was divided into the following sections and every section had a log 
platform between them: 1) We had to walk across shaky wooden horizontal bars held down by ropes. 
There were two supporting ropes on either side. 2) The planks were a foot apart suspended on ropes 
so we had to balance ourselves carefully 3) We had to walk across a thin tightrope with no support on 
the sides, 4) We had to walk across a thin tightrope encountering big wooden bars as obstacles, 
finishing with a zip line to take us down. When I was on the fourth section, the people on the practice 
rope were merrily swinging along, shaking the entire structure. The practice rope is a practice rope 
course under the real one. I literally was yelling at them at the top of my voice, “Stop shaking!!!!!” On 
top of that, my harness was not being very obedient to move along. At times when it wasn't moving, I 
just held onto my mom for support. At one point I felt absolutely terrified, unable to keep my balance 
 

Fun and Fear 

Priyanka Chatterjee 
                    Daughter of Sudipta and Dibyendu Chatterjee/CE ‘97 
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that I needed to be rescued soon!!!! I was reeeeally reeeeally scared!!!! However, people all around 
me provided me with lots of encouragement and urged me to finish. So, at last with trembling knees I 
completed the rope course. As I whizzed down the zip line to the bottom, I felt extremely jubilant and 
triumphant!!!! I did it!!!! After such an adventure, we had a satisfying lunch in the big cafeteria and 
headed towards the pool. After splashing around in the beautiful pool for some time, we treated 
ourselves to ice cream sundaes. After that we had a chance to tie-dye camp shirts. I picked rainbow 
colors to smudge. The adventurous day was rounded off by a campfire celebration and a dance party. 
We all gathered around the fire and each troop put up some performance like skits, songs, dances or 
recitation. The tasty s ‘mores were also immensely popular amongst the campers. Though I was very 
exhausted, I still did not miss out the opportunity to share exciting experiences with my cabin mates. 

           
Next day, I was feeling sad as it was the final day of the camp!! We quickly devoured our breakfast 
and hurried outside to complete the remaining activities. Canoeing was another new activity that 
attracted me. I learnt to skillfully manage the oars of the canoe, by timing them with my partner. We 
had a delightful ride as a gentle breeze made it even more pleasant. After a while I found that we 
were no longer going in circles, we were actually drifting along. After we reached the other side of 
the lake, I saw couple of my friends standing around waiting for their ride on the big swing. It looked 
truly bizarre!!! Well, not as scary as the rope course. If I had finished the rope course, I could do this I 
told myself. I stood in line patiently as I watched my friends go up and down. Finally it was my turn. 
With my knees trembling, I climbed the shaking ladder. They harnessed me and fixed my helmet. My 
heart pounded harder as I was lifted inch by inch in the sky. When I was fully raised, I looked down. It 
seemed as if the people down below looked like ants. No time to think.... ahhhhhh!!!!!! They had let 
me go!! I went up and down and up and down. Mixed in my thoughts, I found myself back on Earth. 
It was over! I had done the big swing, and conquered my biggest fear! I wanted to go again but we 
were out of time. We had to leave. I had spent the weekend conquering fears, finding adventures, 
and making friends. I can't wait to come back to Pocono Valley Girl Scout Camporee next year!!!!! 
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Over the millenniums several places have become famous tirthas or places of pilgrimages in Bengal. 
Large concentrations of those places are in today's Bangladesh. Many notable monks, rishis, bhikkhus, 
and famous personalities were born here. Many Muslim tombs of holy pirs and darbeshes exist here, 
notable among them is the mazar of Shah Jalal in Sylhet. There exist several famous Christian churches. 
 
It is said that in the Golden Age of Bengal, Bengali Buddhist monks spread their faith in Tibet and Sri 
Lanka, and Hindus brought Hinduism to Shyam [Thailand], Cambodge [Cambodia], and in Jabadwip 
[Indonesia]. 
 
To document the religious heritage of Bangladesh, the Bangla Academy in Dhaka has published several 
books: on Hindu temples [Ratanlal Chaakraborty, Bangladesher Mandir, Bangla Academy, Dhaka, B.S. 
1394,] Buddhist stupas and temples, and Muslim mosques and mazars. 
In Bangladesh [Bengal] Hindu traditions of local, vedic, non-vedic, tribal, Mongolian along with Buddhist 
and Islamic, have all merged to give her a distinctive identity. Here the traditions of the saivaites, saktas 
and vaishnavs have merged producing many festivities from worshipping of tulshi plants and baniyan 
trees to snake goddess Manasa to Gods Kali, Shiv and Sri Krishna. 
For the convenience of travel and for hotel accommodation, Bangladesh could be divided into six tirtha 
regions. For example, the Dhaka-Narayanganj-Mymansingh region of Madhya Bangla [central Bangla], 
the Khulna-Jessore-Kushtia Paschim Bangla [western Bangla], Barisal-Faridpur’s Jal Bangla [marshy 
Bengal], the Chittagong-Comilla’s Dakhin-Purba Bangla [southeast Bengal], Sylhet, and Uttar Bangla 
[North Bengal.] 
 
It is worth mentioning here that it is estimated that there are over 20,323 temples in Bangladesh (Ref: 
Sibsankar Chakraborty, Uddipan, Sri Ramakrishna Mission & Mott, Dhaka, 1986.} Thus it is impossible to 
write about all these. Many of these are in disrepair, and many have been attacked by Muslim 
fundamentalists. Bengal temple architecture is a special feature of Indian architecture. Most of the 
famous styles are as follows: shikhar (steeple), rekha (line) or peerra (flat seat) deul, akchala (single 
slope), dochala (double sloped), charchala (four slopeed) or aatchala (eight sloped), pancha-rotno (five-
jeweled or five-steeple) made out of various materials - the famous one being Bengal terracotta 
temples. After Lord Sri Chaitanya’s birth in the 15th Century, a new liberal Hindu religious movement 
started in Bengal, and Sri Chaitanya’s followers have built numerous temples throughout Bengal, 
notable among them in his native Sylhet, in the village of Sri Chaitanya, and in the birth places of his 
early disciples. 
 
Pithas: 
According Hindu customs, there are only 51 piths, spread from Baluchistan to Bengal, and Kashmir to 
Kerala. These are the places where the parts of the body of Ma Sati (Ma Kali) fell after her death. 
 

Bangladesh: The Holy Land of Hindu and Buddhist Tirthas 

                                  Sachi G. Dastidar, PH. D. (Architecture ’67) 
Distinguished Service Professor, State University of New York, Old Westbury 

Chair and Founder, Indian Subcontinent Partition Documentation Project Inc., New York 
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However, eight of those sites are located in Bangladesh. There is no such concentration of holy places 
anywhere else. In these sites one normally finds temples of Lord Shiv and Mother Kali [Bhabani.] 
Bangladeshi piths are: 1. “Shugandha,” Uttar (north) Shikarpur village, Gour Nadi Thana (police station), 
Barisal district; 2. “Karatoya Tot,” Bhabanipur village, Sherpur Thana, Bogura; 3. “Srihatta,” Jainpur 
village, Thana & district Sylhet; 4. “Jayanti,” Baurbhag village, Jaintia, Sylhet; 5. “Tripura,” 
Radhakishorpur, Comilla; 6. “Jesssoreswari,” Iswaripur, Khulna; 7. “Kirit Devi Kamala,” Botnagar, 
Elahiganj, Sylhet, and 8. “Chattagram,” Sitakunda, Chittagong. Some individuals believe that the 
Elahiganj temple is not a pitha but it is the temple at Devikot village, Bangarh, Dinajpur. Of all these, the 
location of Chattagram at the mountain top at Sitakunda is spectacular, and is in decent shape as a 
tourist attraction and as a pilgrimage place. 
 
Regions: 
In central Madhya Bangla one must mention the thousand-year old Ramna Kali temple. This was 
partially destroyed by the fundamentalists and by the Pakistani Army in 1971, and later “cleared” by the 
independent government. Many Hindus still visit this site as a holy place. Then there is 15th Century 
Dhakeswari Mandir temple in Dhaka. Langolbandh near Dhaka attracts thousands of pilgrims in the 
month of Falgun [mid-February to mid-March] for a fair and for a holy dip in the Brahmaputra river. In 
the west of Dhaka, near Savar Memorial, is Dhamrai. Its Rath [chariot] Festival was the second most 
popular after Puri’s [Orissa] Ratha-jatra of Lord Jagannath, Balaram and Shuvadra. During the 1971 
Bangladesh Liberation War the eight storey rath was destroyed by the Islamic Army of Pakistan and its 
Bengali Islamist allies. Now with a smaller rath [chariot], Ratha-jatra and Rather-mela [fair] attracts 
thousands of people. Incidentally, Dhamrai has a beautiful collection of 18th-20th century buildings 
dalan and zamindar [land owner] jamidar barris of typical Hindu families. 
 
In the west there are several 3 to 4 centuries-old temples dedicated to Lords Shiv, Kali and Sri Krishna. 
Jessoreswari of Khulna is the most famous among them. In addition there are Raghunath mandir and 
Gopinath mandir of Abhoynagar, Ganesh mandir of Jhenaidaha, Krishna and Durga mandirs of 
Mohammadpur, Shiv mandir of Magura, Kodala Mott of Khulna, LakhsmiNarayan and Jorhbangla 
Mandir templesof Jessore, Pancha-Rotno mandir of Noldanga, etc. In Kushtia, Shilaidaha of 
Rabindranath, Bengal’s singing minstrel Lalon’s tomb and Mosharaf Hossain’s homestead is a must-see 
for all. 
 
There are several mandirs, motts and ashrams in southern marshy Jal Bangla. Indian freedom fighter 
Charonkobi [wondering minstrel] Mukunda Das has created a place of pilgrimage through his Kali 
temple in Barisal town. Then there is Sugandha pitha a couple of miles north of Barisal. A few miles 
north is the 400-year old Maha-Bishnu temple at the LakhsmanKathi village east of Batajore. Adjacent 
to that is the 16th century Mahilara Leaning Mott or Sarkari Mott. In Madaripur one will find the 
Pronob Mott, the former head quarters of the Bharat Sevasram Sangha, at Bajitpur village founded by 
the Indian nationalist and Hindu reformer Swami Pranavananda Maharaj. A large fair is held annually 
during Guru Purnima [February full moon.] 
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In the southeast Dakhin-Purba Bangla there are at least 50 famous Hindu-Buddhist temples and viharas 
in Chittagong city alone. Some of the well known are: Raj-rajeswari Kalibari, Chatteswari Kalibari, 
Panchanan Dham, Nandan-kanan Buddhist Mandir temple, Brahmo Mandir, Koibalya-dham, Jagatpur 
Ashram, Sitakunda, Pancha-batika of Swami Vivekananda fame, etc. In and around Comilla there are 
Abhoy Ashram, Iswar Pathshala, Gandhi Ashram of Noakhali, half-a-millennium old Chandimura temple, 
10th century Moynamati Vihara, and more. 
 
Sylhet has hundreds of famous temples dedicated to Lords Kali, Shiv and Sri Krishna. Bagala Matar 
Mandir temple of Habiganj and Kalibari of Jaintiapur is known throughout the Subcontinent. Sylhet is 
also a destination of many pilgrims for the Islamic saint of Shah Jalal. 
In North Bengal kings and zamindars have helped create many temples, mosques, palaces and ashrams. 
One of the most famous temples is the Kantajir [terracotta] Mandir of Dinajpur. Two 9th and 10th 
century Buddhist stupas (mounds) are very important attractions there. They are located at Paharpur 
and at Mahasthangarh. Additionally, Bogura’s Karatoa Tott tirtha, Bardhan-Kuthi Mandir temple of 
Rangpur, Shiv and Gobindo Mandir temples of Putia is worth mentioning in addition of the well planned 
of the same name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B E C A A                                                         >> USA & Canada <<                                                ~ 40 ~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ladybug 

Yana Samanta, 4th Grade 
Daughter of Sujan Samanta (CE ‘93) 
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Mohenjodaro 

Debu Chaudhuri – EE ‘68 
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My trip to NASA  
Rohan Chowdhury 

Son of Sanghamitra and Auyon Chowdhury (Civil ’01) 
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Hardinge Bridge was inaugurated by Lord Hardinge in March 1915 and from the beginning of the year I 
was feeling that there should be a national tribute to this remarkable structure by people in Bangladesh, 
who really inherited this Bridge. 
 
Construction of this massive Bridge across the Lower Ganges with discharge of more than 150,000 cause  
and surface velocity of 12 ft/sec in monsoon period was a big challenge in the first decade of twentieth 
century, but to complete the construction of sixteen well foundations going down to 160 ft below low 
water level and fabrication and erection of fifteen steel girder spans with fancy shape, weighing 21000 
tons, in thirty eight months was sheer engineering miracle. This was made possible by dedicated efforts 
and meticulous planning by the team under Sir Robert Richard Gales, appointed as the Engineer in Charge 
by the British India government. The bridge needed extensive river training work to control the fast 
flowing water mass within a confined corridor at the bridge point. 
 
Despite appointing the iconic hydraulic expert Sir Francis Spring to help plan and design the massive guide 
bundhs, the bridge almost got demolished by the flood waters in 1933. Dedicated day and night work by 
a large work force led by the resident engineer Harvey, with support from a large fleet of paddle 
steamers,barges,tugs , innumerable boats and trains of railway wagons, for more than two years could 
bring back the river under control! 
The cost of this emergency restoration was more than the initial spending on river training works. 
 
The bridge suffered a third misfortune during the war of liberation in 1971 and while one span fell down 
in the river and had to be abandoned, the ninth span was totally incapacitated with seventy feet length 
of the downstream truss blown off by some accurate missile attack by the army, to stop the enemy from 
crossing over the bridge to the other bank. 
 
The work of restoration came to BBJ through Indian Railways and it was my luck to have been awarded 
the responsibility to design and guide rehabilitation work. What followed was an intense period of 
innovative engineering work and long hours at site to be able to first restore single line traffic in seven 
months time and then return to restore the bridge to original shape and double line traffic for which the 
bridge had been designed. 
 
This unique task left me exhilarated with success and Hardinge became a part of my body and soul- it also 
became an entity for each of my family members who had all spent time at site. 
 
When an invitation came for attending the Bridges seminar at Dhaka organised by IABSE, Bangladesh and 
Japan Association of Civil Engineers, dedicated to the Centennial of Hardinge Bridge, I felt overwhelmed 
with joy and in a very short time sent the organisers a paper covering the almost fictional life story of this 
unique bridge that had many lives. Sila decided to join me for the trip immediately and both my sons felt 
excited that we are again going back to the site, treasured as rich memory. 
 

A Visit down Memory Lane: Hardinge Bridge at Bangladesh 
Amitabha Ghosal 

(C.E. 1957) 
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I am happy that we could attend the event. The seminar was very well organised, with more than ninety 
delegates from abroad and more than two hundred local delegates, leaders of the profession, academics 
and young engineers who were born after liberation and knew nothing about the war and its effect on 
engineering infrastructure. 
Given the opportunity to lead the session on heritage bridges in the country, my half an hour presentation 
evoked intense reactions from the audience and many were enthralled to learn of the innovative 
restoration work that kept the bridge going for Forty years after the apparently incurable damages 
inflicted during "Mukti juddha". As the country was in doldrums during the restoration work, hardly any 
Railway Engineer was aware of this part of engineering history. The subject received lot of attention and 
me lot of adulation and affection. People in Bangladesh, being more Bengali than us, are emotional and 
sensitive- and made me feel like I have done something special. 

 

 
 
 



B E C A A                                                         >> USA & Canada <<                                                ~ 46 ~ 

 

Both during Inaugural session and Valedictory session, where ministers were present, mention was made 
about presence of the engineer connected with restoration of this valuable engineering show piece, 
mentioning me by name. During the Valedictory session I presented to the Railway minister a volume 
complaining all the papers related to different phase of Hardinge Bridge life including our articles 
published in International fora. 
 
One of the highlights was the visit to Hardinge Bridge site by a special train called Centennial trip to 
Hardinge, hosted lavishly by Bangladesh Railways. At the site we were accosted by a huge gathering of 
Journalists and Photographers and the entire visit was covered by electronic media. We really felt like 
VIPs for a few hours with continuous requests for phot ops with the eager media persons.  
 

    
 
The visit on the bridge brought back the memories of those hard but professionally satisfying days when 
our entire team was working extended hours in darkness, often only by moonlight with the continuous 
roar of flowing waters providing background music. The engineering team silently fulfilled the demand 
of the newly formed country to be able to export Its only product - the golden fibre Jute that was still in 
demand in International market, by October. 
 
Today Bangladesh looks like a country coming out of its morass , with Agriculture flourishing, farmers 
lifting three to four harvests and an young population ready to travel across shores to man the 
development and service sector demands of other countries. 
 
The young engineers looked more dedicated and eager to learn, and be a part of development scenarios 
in own country, or outside. 
 
May be one day they will move ahead like the Asian Tigers of yester year. 
 
We came back - happy and contented. 
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India Is Great  
Aditi Dhara (2nd Grade)  

Daughter of Sumita and Probir Dhara (ETC ’98) 
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We are not publishing individual Email Addresses due to privacy concern and to avoid its 

misuse.  Please contact us if you need further information. If you need to contact any alumnus 

by email, please drop a line to the above mentioned email address. 

            Bengal Engineering College    
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            For Additions & corrections, please write to: 
                                BECAA Address Change 
                                      17 Whitehead Road   
                                    Bridgewater, NJ 08807   
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BENGAL ENGINEERING COLLEGE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, 44TH ANNUAL 

REUNION 2015 
                     

THIS PUBLICATION OR ANY PART THEREOF MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED 

IN ANY FORM WITHOUT OUR WRITTEN PERMISSION 

We appreciate and are 
grateful to our sponsors who 
support our efforts to publish 

this Magazine 

Best Wishes from Following 
Sponsors 
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