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Dear Alumni, 

As a representative of the Executive Committee, it is my pleasure to welcome everyone to the 53rd Annual 
Reunion. Your support and involvement were essential for the executive committee to fulfil our duties 
effectively. I value the contributions you have made. 

The establishment of our college dates to 1856. The cherished memories of our student days still echo 
warmly in our hearts. Without a doubt, we consider those days the best part of our lives. Our seniors founded 
BECAA East Coast in the year 1971. Ever since, we have looked forward to celebrating those memorable days 
annually. The enduring legacy of professional excellence and close-knit community at our Alma Mater has 
established high benchmarks across all pursuits.  

We are immensely proud of our younger Alumni members who have instituted a diverse program of social, 
cultural, and recreational activities throughout the year. We revived Bijoya Sammilani after ten years, 
organized networking events with seniors, and backed the protest march against student injustice in Kolkata. 
The effort and enthusiasm of Alumni volunteers have energized the association and raised alumni 
involvement to a new level. We hope to see this continue in the coming years and serve as an inspiration for 
all members. 

I extend my gratitude to everyone for attending and taking part in this annual reunion meet. I would like to 
particularly acknowledge our event planning committee, advertisers, and sponsors.  

Wishing you all a wonderful day! 

 

Best Regards, 

Bhaskar DasGupta 

      



তিল োত্তমো 
--সুমন কুমোর চন্দ্র (EE’98) 

 
তিল োত্তমো ককো কোিো, ককো কোিোর তিল োত্তমো 
একজন ডোক্তোর, মোনুলের জীবনরক্ষোয় অঙ্গীকোরবদ্ধ, 
সোধোরণ ঘলরর এক অসোধোরণ কমলয় 
মো-বোবোর সোলে তনলজর স্বপ্নপূরলণর সলব শুরু 
িলব ওই কে, িুতম কিো সোধোরণ ঘলরর আর িুতম কে কমলয়! 
সোধোরণ ঘলরর কমলয়  োতিিো, ধতে িিো বো পোশতবকভোলব হিযো  
হল ও িো হলি পোলর নো 
এলের হিযো করো হয় নো, এরো আত্মহিযো কলর 
এলের আলে হয় তসদ্ধোন্ত, পলর হয়ি বো খতিলয় কেখো 
আর এই তমলেযটোই সিয কলর প্রমোণ করো হয়। 
সিযও কিো ঠিক কলর ক্ষমিোবোলনরো, 
ওফ্! ক্ষমিোর তক প্রব  েোপট…. 
তিল োত্তমো-রো ধতে িিো হয় স্থোন-কো -পোত্র তবলবচনোর অভোলব, কপোশোলকর জলনয, 
এলের শরীর-মন-মোন-অপমোন-কবোলধর অতধকোরও 
এলের তনলজলের নয় 
আর েশ  লক্ষর কবশী কিই বো েোম এলের জীবলনর! 
এই কিো সোধোরণ ঘলরর কমলয়লের বোস্তব েল্প 
কহোক নো ও কমলয় অসোধোরণ, 
কহোক নো এই একুশ শিলকর ঝোাঁ চক্-চলক পতৃেবী 
েখন উন্নতির তচহ্ন েুয়োলর-েুয়োলর, 
এ ককোন তেলক আমরো এতেলয় চল তি? 
 
িলব এবোর তকন্তু িো হয়তন তিল োত্তমো! 
 োলখ- োলখ মোনুে আজ ফুাঁ সলি 
রোলে-ঘৃণোয়-েন্ত্রনোয় আর মোনতবকিোর িোড়নোয়, 
প্রতিবোলে কনলমলি  ক্ষ- ক্ষ মোনুে, 
তবদ্বজন হবোর েরকোর কনই, মনুেযত্ব আর সোধোরণ তবলবক-বুদ্ধদ্ধ টুকুই েলেষ্ট, 
মোনুে, সোধোরণ-মোনুে আজ তবচোর চোয় 
শুধু একটো ফোাঁতসই এর তবচোর নয়, 
ক োকলেখোলনো, ক োকিকোলনো তবচোর কিো নয়ই, 
একটো অবযবস্থোর ফোাঁতস, একটো অরোজকিোর ফোাঁতস, 
মুলখোশ কখো োর তবচোর। 
বোনোলনো েল্পগুল ো পো তেলয় মোতড়লয় আস  সতিযটো সোমলন আসকু, 
সবোর সোমলন। 
রোঘব কবোয়ো গুল ো সোমলন আসুক। 



িোলের কোে িক োপ, মোনতসকিো, ক্ষমিো 
ধে িলকর কেৌনোলঙ্গর মিই ভয়ঙ্কর! 
 
কিোমোর ডোলয়রীলি তক ক খো তি  জোতন নো তিল োত্তমো, 
কিোমোর কলষ্টর কেো ঠিক জোতন নো আমরো 
িলব কেটুকু অনুভব কতর 
কিোমোর কশেতেলনর বো কশে ক’ঘন্টোর কেো কভলব 
রক্ত তহম হলয় েোয় 
অবশ হলয় েোই – শুধু একটু ভোবল ই! 
বলনর তহিংস্র জোলনোয়োরগুল োর কবল  পরল ও 
েন্ত্রণোটো এি ভয়ঙ্কর হি নো, 
তচৎকোর কশোনোরও ককউ কনই, 
আর সোধোরণ ঘলরর একটো মোনুলের মুখ চোপো তক এমন কঠিন? 
আকোশ ভোঙ্গোর পলর অসহোয় বোবো-মো, জোলন নো তক করলব, 
আর শোসোতন কিো শোসলকর ভূতমকো – কে রলেরই কহোক, 
ক্ষি-তবক্ষি মরো কমলয়লক তনলজলের কোলি পোবোর তক করুণ আতিি! 
িোর ওপর ওপর-মহল র কি রকলমর তনলেিতশকো! 
 
অন্ধ আশোবোেী আতম নই, 
তিল োত্তমোলের ইতিহোস আমোয় আশো কেয়ও নো, 
িোর ওপর আতম অতি স্বোে িপর, আমরো স্বোে িপর প্রজোতি, 
তনলজর ঘলর বোজ নো পরল  তনলজলক তনলয়ই বো াঁতচ, 
তক হলব সমোজ, কেশ, পতৃেবী – এসব তনলয় কভলব! 
প্রতিবোলের আগুন কলবই তনলভ কেলি, 
শুধু বোকচোিুরী আর অলনযর তনলে কলরই কিো কোটোই জীবন, 
সমোজ, কেশ, সরকোর – আমোলের নীরবিোরও ফস । 
িলব আজ কেন আবোর আশো কেখতি তিল োত্তমো! 
নো – মুখয বো কেৌণ ককোলনো মন্ত্রীলের জনয নয়, 
তিল োত্তমোরো ঘলট সব জমোনোয় 
িোই ককোলনো রে-কয়ই আশো কনই, 
প্রশোসলনর জনয কিো নয়ই – কস কিো প্রহসণ, 
কস কিো পলকলট পুলড় কফল লি ওরো কলব! 
আশো কেখতি ওই  ক্ষ- ক্ষ মোনুলের তনভীক প্রতিবোলে, 
তিল োত্তমো ক কোিোয়, সোরো কেলশ ও বোইলর... 
তবতভন্ন রিং-কয়র কনোিংরোতমর মোলঝও 
 ক্ষ মোনুলের কসোচ্চোর প্রতিবোলে, 
েোলের মনুেযত্ব, তবলবক আজও তবলকোয়তন 
কেমন তবতকলয়লি বহু ক্ষমিোবোলনর, কমরুেন্ডও! 
তিল োত্তমো, আজ আশো জোলে কমলয়লের রোি েখ  করোর েজিলন, 
স্বোধীনিোর তেলন পরোধীনিো কেলক মুদ্ধক্তর আওয়োলজ, 



শহর-গ্রোম-কেশ-তবলেলশর ককোণ কেলক, প্রতিবোলে। 
জোতন নো কিতেন এ আগুন জ্ব লব 
িলব এ প্রতিবোে কেতখলয় তেলয়লি কে 
রোজো িুই উ ঙ্গ, রিং-এ তক েোয়-আলস, িুই উ ঙ্গ 
আর বীে িপোিও কিোলের হলয় কেলি। 
 
িলব আইন চোয় প্রমোণ 
আর বীে িবোলনরো পোলর িো ক োপোট করলি, 
েোরো হয়-কক-নয় কলর, কি তকিু নয়-িয় কলর। 
হয়ি এর পলরও আস  প্রমোণ তম ি েতে ককউ 
দ্ধজজ্ঞোসো করি আর দ্ধজ কলরর অত েগুল োলক বো 
কসতমনোর ঘলরর কেওয়ো  গুল োলক বো কমলঝ-কক, 
মোেোর ওপলরর সোক্ষী তসত িং ফযোন গুল োলক 
বো ঘলরর কচয়োর বো প্রলজক্টোর-কক 
তকিংবো ওই অতভশপ্ত ঘলর আটকো পলর েোকো অবতশষ্ট তকিু বোিোস-কক, 
তকন্তু ওরো কিো নীরব সোক্ষী! 
 
তিল োত্তমো িুতম আজ ঘুমোও, 
তিল োত্তমোলের কশে হয়ি এখোলনই নয়, 
কিোমোর কষ্ট-েন্ত্রণো আমরো ভোে করলি পোতরতন তিল োত্তমো 
িলব এই ককো োহল  ভরো পতৃেবী কেলক আজ েলূর েোলকো, 
তচর তনদ্রোয় েোলকো। 
েতে এই  ক্ষ- ক্ষ মোনুলের প্রতিবোে সফ  হয় 
েতে তিল োত্তমো ঠিক তবচোর পোয় 
শোতন্ত পোলব আেোমী তেলনর তিল োত্তমোরো 
শোতন্ত পোলব কিোমোর অসহোয় মো-বোবো 
আর হয়ি শোতন্ত পোলব কিোমোর অমর আত্মো। 
আজ িুতম ঘমুোও তিল োত্তমো! 
 
************************** 



My Expierence at Columbia

Arriving at Columbia University for a three-week intensive in Game Theory, I was filled with a mix

of excitement and anxiety. The thought of navigating a new campus alone in New York City felt

intimidating. However, my nerves were quickly settled by the friendly and supportive people I

encountered on the first day. The welcoming nature of the campus and students made me feel secure

enough to venture out in the streets for lunch and to explore the city beyond the campus. The course

itself, Game Theory, was a deep dive into the intricacies of mathematical economics. Game Theory is a

field that explores strategic decision-making through scenarios shown with mathematics. We studied

various normal form games like the popular Prisoner’s Dilemma. We learned how to analyze different

aspects of their outcomes, including best responses, dominant strategies, and Nash equilibrium. The

course itself presented us with a mix of challenges and fun projects that shaped my learning experience.

The professor, while passionate and committed, was relatively new to teaching and had no prior

experience with teaching Game Theory. His enthusiasm was evident, he made significant efforts to

engage us through interactive methods like movie scenes and games. Although his innovative approach

was commendable, his inexperience sometimes affected the clarity of instruction. An instructor with

more experience in Game Theory and a connection to Columbia University might have resulted in a

deeper understanding of Game Theory. Despite the challenges our professor was able to nail the basics.

The course content focused primarily on the economic aspects of Game Theory rather than its

mathematical components. We explored various "games"—scenarios made to help analyze interactions

within companies or among individuals—to understand concepts like Dominant Strategy, Nash

Equilibrium, and Utility Theory. This practical application of theoretical ideas helped us grasp how to

predict outcomes based on rationality and by using behavioral assumptions. Upon completion of this

course, I realized it extends beyond traditional economics as it reflects into complex global issues.

My time in New York was both thrilling and educational. The opportunity to immerse myself in

the city's rhythm and Columbia's academic environment was rewarding. I was able to meet such kind

and welcoming friends through an event held by Columbia volunteers. The Student Life Extravaganza was

where I was bombarded with the hundreds of students coming to make new friends. My friend Vania,

from class, joined me as we went around meeting new people which slowly turned into a friendly

competition. We competed, running around the entire venue meeting and collecting people’s instagram

accounts. The requirement was to get the person's name, course, where they are from, and their

instagram account. With this challenge, we were able to meet so many new people from around the

world. From Turkey, India, China, Iceland, Italy, and so much more. Eventually the competition began

making its way around to others and grew bigger and bigger as more people joined our challenge. By the

end of the event, we had made so many meaningful and diverse friends.

With these new friends, I enjoyed exploring the campus, making the most of Columbia’s

countless resources. The university library stood out as a highlight, with its vast collection of books

spanning diverse subjects and eras. The air conditioning in the library was so powerful it felt almost like

an obstacle course to get inside, but once there, the expansive space and rows of books provided a

My Experience at Columbia 
Ritika De (Daughter of Sheuli Majumdar MET’97 & Jayanta De)



perfect environment for study and reflection. The library's study rooms, which were well-lit, spacious,

and quiet, became my go-to spots for working on projects and assignments. Specifically the first week,

many of us in the class were quite confused and needed extra help, so we all ended up going to the

library almost everyday to finish our project. Half of us would grab food for everyone while the other half

would guard each other's belongings. This system worked well and it led us to get closer.

My peers and I got closer due to our two-hour lunch breaks which was both a luxury and a

challenge. I was initially overwhelmed by choices with numerous dining options available, from my

favorite dumpling and bagel place to Shake Shack and McDonald's. I settled into a routine, rotating

between all these options, while my stomach took a minute to adjust to the abundance of outside food.

H Mart became my best friend as it had a variety of affordable snacks and instant meals, offering a

variety of options that were perfect for quick bites between and after classes.

By the last day, I felt some kind of familiarity towards Columbia and my Professor. It hurt having

to leave the place I made so many memories with so many different people. By the time I reached the

car to go home, I was already missing my friends, but I also felt accomplished. I was able to spend 3

weeks in NY, essentially by myself and completed a brand new course I didn’t know anything about.

While I was reminiscing about the three weeks, my dad broke my train of thought and started asking me

about my day and the overall program. I did not want to answer any of his questions until he asked,

“Who would you recommend this course to?” Which got me thinking, who is this course really for?

Honestly it would help a variety of people in the business world and everyday life so really I would

recommend it to everyone. He then asked a more specific question, “Which one of your friends would

enjoy this course?” I found it challenging to identify specific friends who would appreciate the course’s

depth, but it led me to realize that not all my friends would’ve appreciated it like I did. My dad's

questions about who I would recommend made me consider it further: while some might find the course

overly complex or trivial, others would be genuinely intrigued by its depth. Ultimately, the course’s value

depends on an individual's perspective and their willingness to engage with intricate concepts.



                                          ১ 

 

ঝুমিকর ঝম)                কৃ+া (মুেখাপাধ(ায়)  ,চৗধূরী 

       

চলেত চলেত হঠাৎ িরিন রা5ার পােশ উব ুহেয় বেস পড়ল। পােশ পােশ িরিনেক 

=দখেত না =পেয় সিলল =পছেন তািকেয় =দেখ িরিন ফুটপােত বেস িক =যন খুঁজেছ। 

“িক হেলা? িকছু পেড় =গেছ নািক”? 

“না িকছু নয়, তুিম চলেত থাক আিম আসিছ”। 

সিলল িফের এল িরিনর কােছ। “িক হেয়েছ, িকছু পেড় =গেছ”? 

“না, আিম =সপLিপনটা খুঁজিছ, এখােনই পেড় =গল বNাগ =থেক”। 

সিললও বেস পেড় খুঁজেত লাগেলা, “েসপLিপন িদেয় িক করেব তুিম? এই নাও”। 
সিললই খুঁেজ =পল ওটা। 
“এই =য =দেখানা চLর PNাপটা িছঁেড় =গেলা, এটা =সপLিপন 

 

 িদেয় না আটকােল খািল পােয় চলেত হেব আমােক”। সিলল অেপRা কের রইল, 

Sায় দশ িমিনট লাগেলা িরিনর চL সারােত। Tক মিুচেদর মেতা সারােনা চL 
পের দচুারবার হাঁটাচলা কের িনল ফুটপােতর ওপর,  

তারপর এক গাল =হঁেস বলল, “নাঃ এবার আর িছঁড়েবনা”।  
কিদন আেগ এসVNােনেড =মেXা িসেনমার কাছাকািছ হঠাৎ =থেম পেড় বেল, 
“আমার িদেক =পছন কের একটু আড়াল কের দাড়াও =তা, আমার Yাউেজর 
=বাতামটা িছঁেড় =গেছ একটা =সপLিপন লাগােবা" 

সিলল =তা তা[ব। এ =মেয়টা বেল িক? এই জনাকীণ̀ রািশরািশ পথচলা 
=লাকজেনর মাঝখােন ওেক আড়াল কের রাখেত যােত ও Yাউেজর =বাতাম =সলাই  
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করেত পাের। এেহন অbুদ কথা সিলল বােপর জেc =শােনিন। িকd উেeিজত না 
হেয় শাdভােব বলল “শাড়ীর আঁচলটা গােয় জিড়েয় নাও, চল রা5া hশ কের  

ওপাের Xাম iমLর কােছ একটা বাথjম আেছ ওখােন িগেয় তুিম Yাউজ Tক 
করেত পারেব”। িরিন বাধN =মেয়র মেতা সিলেলর কথা lনল। Xাম iমLর 
সামেন িগেয় সিলল বলল “যাও ঐ =য বাথjমটা, আিম এখােন দাঁিড়েয় রইলাম”। 
িরিন চেল =গল।  

সিলল ভাবেত লাগেলা এইরকম =মেয় =স একটাও =দেখিন। Sথম Sথম ভাবেতা 
=মেয়টা একটু িছেটল আেছ। িকn যত িদন আেo =দখেত পােo =মেয়টা সাধারেনর 
=থেক আলাদা। ১৮ বছর বয়েস খুবই ভাল =রজাq কের ইউিনভািস̀Lেত ঢুেকেছ, 
বিুslিs Sখর, কথাবাত̀ায় চমক আেছ, আtসcান uান অসvব িকn িকিwৎ 
পাগলােট। =ক জােন বংেশ =কউ হয়েতা পােগাল িছল।   

একিদন =রড =রােডর পাশ িদেয় হাঁটেত হাঁটেত উেqািদক =থেক একটা Xাম আসেত 
=দেখ িরিন সিললেক বলল, “চল ঐ Xামটােত উেঠ পিড় তাহেল এসVNােনড =যেত 
আমােদর আর হাঁটেত হেবনা”। “িকn ওটা =তা উেqািদক =থেক আসেছ, আমােদর 
Xাম লাইন =পিরেয় ওিদেক =যেত হেব =তা”। “তুিম এেসােতা আমার সেy”। বেল 
সিলেলর হাতটােক শz কের ধের একলােফ চলd Xামটার সামেন িদেয় লাইেনর 

ওপাের লাফ মারল। Xা্ম |াইভার =জাের =}ক কেষ Xামটা থািমেয় িদল। ওরা 
দজুেন ট� কের Xােম উেঠ পড়ল। সÄাই হতভÅ হেয় =গেছ এই =ছেল =মেয় দেুটার 
কাÇ =দেখ। =সিদন দজুেনই Xাম চাপা পেড় =যত। 

সবচাইেত চমকSদ ঘটনা ঘLেয়িছল গতবছর কািলপেূজার আেগর িদন। হাজরার 
=মাড় =থেক দজুেন গÖ করেত করেত কখন =হঁেট =হঁেট িভেÜািরয়া =মেমািরয়ােলর 
সামেন =পৗঁেছ =গেছ দজুেনর কােরারই =খয়াল =নই। কথা =বশী িরিনই বেল, সিলল 
=বশীরভাগ সময় lেন যায় কারন িরিনর কথাবাèায় চম) আেছ যটা সিলেলর 
জানােশানা =কানও =মেয় বা =ছেলর মেধNও আেছ বেল জানা =নই। ওর কথা lনেত 
সিলেলর ভােলা লােগ।  
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িভেÜািরয়া =মেমািরয়ােলর সামেন =বশ িকছু আইসhীম =ভâাররা =ঘারাঘিুর 
কের। িরিন আইসhীম =খেত খুব ভােলাবােস, বাইের =বেরােল =চােখ আইসhীম 

=দখেলই ওেক একটা িকেন িদেত হয়। িকn আজেক আর তা করলনা, বরং িনেজর                              

=ছাট পাস̀টা সিলেলর হােত িদেয় বলল, “তুিম এটা =তামার পেকেট ঢুিকেয় =রেখ 

দাও। আিম হাজার চাইেলও আমােক িদওনা। ডাzার আমার আইসhীম খাওয়া 

বারন কের িদেয়েছ , তুিমও িকেন িদওনা, আর আমােকও িকনেত িদওনা। সিলল 

=কানও কথা না বেল িরিনর পাস̀টা পেকেট ঢুিকেয় িনল। তারপর দজুেন িমেল 
ময়দােন ঘােসর উপর বসল, গÖ করেত করেত িরিনর =চাখ =কবলই আইসhীেমর 

গাড়ীর িদেক চেল যােo িকn এেগােত পারেছনা। হঠাৎ কের বেল উঠল, “যাই 

একটা আইসhীম িকেন আিন। একটা =খেল িকছু হেবনা, িক বল”? সিলল উeর 

িদল, “ডাzার যখন বারণ কেরেছ একটা িদন নাহয় নাই বা =খেল”। lেন একটু 

সময় চুপ কের =থেক িরিন বলল, “না িকছু হেবনা। দাও একটা িকেন দাও”। 
সিলেলরও =কমন =জদ =চেপ =গল, “না আজ =তামার আইসhীম =খেত হেবনা, 

আিমও িকনিছনা।“   এিদেক িকছুRণ আেগ বেল =রেখিছেলা যতই চাক পাস̀টা =যন 

সিলল =কানওমেতই তােক না =দয়। ভূেল =গল =সকথা? সিলল =জার িদেয় বলল, 

“না =তামার পাস̀ও আিম =দবনা”। িরিন Sথেম কাäিত িমনিত lj করল, তারপর 

আে5 আে5 গলা চড়েত lj করল িরিনর, চারপােশ =লাক জেড়া হেত lj কেরেছ। 
=শষপরযNd িরিন চীৎকার কের বলেত lj করল, “শীগিগর আমার টাকা িদেয় 

দাও তা না হেল আিম পিুলশ ডাকেবা”। িরিনর এইরকম =চহারা সিলল =কানওিদন 

=দেখিন। চারপােশর =লাকজন ভাবেত lj করল =লাকটা =মেয়টােক =ভাগ কের 

পয়সা না িদেয় পািলেয় যাবার =চãা করেছ। সিলল =দখল িরিন =যরকম =রেগ =গেছ 
হয়েতা =লাকiেলা সিললেক ধের  
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মারেধার করেত পাের। অগতNা পেকট =থেক পাস̀টা বার কের িদেয় িদল। িরিন 
একমহূুত̀ সময় নã না কের =দৗেড় বাস çেপেজ িগেয় একটা বাস দাঁিড়েয় িছল 

=সটােত উঠেতই বাসটা =ছেড় িদল। =সিদন সিলল Sিতuা করল আর =কানওিদন 

িরিনর সেy =দখা করেবনা। িকn =সই Sিতuা =স রাখেত =পেরিছেলা িক?  

তা না হেল এই পােগাল =মেয়টার হাত ধের জীবেনর এই দরজায় এেস =পৗছেত 
পারত িক?  

Sিতuা =তা রাখেত পারেলা না সিলল, দিুদন =কানওমেত কাটােলা িতনিদেনর িদন 
সেéর িদেক iLiL িরিনেদর বাড়ীর =দারেগাড়ায় =পৗঁেছ =গল =স। িরিনর মা 
দরজা খুেল িদেয়ই িরিনেক =ডেক িদল। িরিন এেস একগাল =হঁেস বলল ‘এইমাê বলুা 
এেসিছেলা’। বলুা সিলেলর =বান। ‘েকন?’ সিলল িজেuস করল। ‘েকন আবার 
এমিন, গÖ করেত’। তাইেতা, সিলল ভাবল বলুা =তা িরিনর বéু এমিনেত। িরিনর 
হাবভাব =দেখ মেনই হেলানা দিুদন আেগ =স িক কাÇটা ঘLেয়িছেলা।  

সিলল আর িকছু বলবার আেগই িরিনর বাবা ঘের ঢুকেলন। ওনােক সিলল খুবই 
সমীহ কের। ভíেলাক =চােখ =দখেত পান না িকn তাই িনেয় =কানওিদনও =Rাভ 
Sকাশ কেরন না। মেুখ সÄ̀দা হাঁিস =লেগ রেয়েছ আর খুব গÖ করেত 
ভােলাবােসন। খবর lেন lেন সারা পিৃথবীর =কাথায় িক ঘটেছ তা সম5ই জানা 
ওনার। যেথã uNানী মানষু এবং খুবই িবìান, lেনেছ উিন আই এস িসেত =ফাথ̀ 
হেয়িছেলন। িকn চাäরী জীবেন =গাড়ােতই gradual optic nerve atrophy নােম 
একL =রােগ আhাd হেয় উিন দিৃãশিz হািরেয় =ফেলন। িরিনেক উিন ঝুমিক বেল 
ডােকন।এই =মেয় হেo ওনার অেéর যিã। আর িরিনরও অé বােপর ওপর অগাধ 
িপতৃেîহ, হNাঁ িপতৃভিz বলেল কম বলাই হব, তাই িপতৃেîহটাই Tক উপমা।  

সিলল এবং সবাই =দেখ িরিন যখন তার বাবােক িনেয় =কাথাও যায় মা =যমন তার 
বাïােক আগেল আগেল িনেয় যায় িরিন Tক =তমিন কেরই তার বাবােক সাবধােন 
ধের ধের িনেয় যায়। কথা Sসেy কতবার বেলেছ ও ওর একটা =চাখ বাবােক দান 
করেত চায়। সিলেলর কােছ এই ভাবনা অভূতপব̀ূ এবং অñতপব̀ূ। ওনার সেy কথা  



      ৫ 

 

বলেত সিলেলর খুবই ভােলা লােগ। ওনার কােছই ঝুমিকর অেনক কTন অসখু এবং 
বহূ দঘ̀ূটনা =থেক =বঁেচ িফের আসার গÖ lেনেছ।  

িরিনর সেy =দখা সাRাৎ চলেতই থাকেলা, সিলল এখন িরিনর পাগলামীটা িনেয় 
=বশী মাথা ঘামায় না। এর মেধN এিদেক =দেশ চাকরী বাকরী পাওয়া দòুর, শেয় 
শেয় =বকার ইিôনীয়ার। সিলল একটা =ছােটােমােটা বNাবসা lj কেরেছ এক বéুর 
সেy, আর আেমিরকা চেল আসবার Söিতও চলেছ =সই সেy। িদন যায়, মাস যায়, 

বছর =কেট =গল। একিদন পিূণ̀মার রােত িরিনেক জানােলা =য =স আেমিরকায় চেল                          

যােo। িরিন বলল, “ওখােন িগেয় তুিম =মমসােহব =দেখ আমােক ভূেল যােব 
নােতা”? “আর যাই =হাক ইংরজীেত চাঁদ =দখাইেত পাjম না”। lেন িরিণ =হা =হা 
কের =হঁেস উঠল।  

অতঃপর যাবার আেগ সিলল বহূ বাধা িবপিe, আপিe, ধমকািন, বাড়ীর 
ijজনেদর কথা, বéুেদর সদেুপােদশ, Lটিকির “ঐ =মেয় িবেয় করেল তুই =বশীিদন 
বাঁচিব না”, “েতার õােs আেমিরকায় =নমdনN =খেত যাব,” ইতNািদ ইতNািদ এ 
সম5 িকছু অúাহN কের এই িছেটলúù, দঃসাহসী, দঘ̀ূটনাSবন, অbূদ চিরê, 
অিতশয় বিুsমতী এবং অপার কjণাময়ী িরিণ ওরেফ ঝুমিকেক িবেয় কের িবেদেশ 
ভাগN অেûশেন =বিরেয় পরল। পাঁচমাস পের িরিন উঠল =Vেন জীবেন Sথমবােরর 
মেতা। আেগরিদন সারারাত বােপর িপেঠ মখু iঁেজ =কঁেদেছ। বাবা, =মেজামামা 
সবাই সাdনা িদেয়েছ =য বাবােক =দখার অেনক =লাক আেছ, িচdার কারণ =নই। 
এয়ারেপােট̀ সিলল ওর দইু বéু অেলাক আর মনীষ এবং তার =বৗেক িনেয় িরিনেক 
তুলেত এেসিছেলা। রা5ায় িরিনেক হাজার রকম =দেশর খবেরর Sেüর উeর =দওয়া 
=শষ হেল মনীেষর =বৗ তার =ঝালা খুেল বসল। তার িবেয়েত তার বাবা ৮০ ভির 
=সানার, জেড়ায়ার =সট, মেুzার =সট, মনীেষর হীেরর আংL, সইুস ওয়াচ =থেক 
কলকাতার সব চাইেত নাম করা =ডকেরটরেক িদেয় িবেয়র পNােÇল °তরী, 
িবলােয়ত খাঁর ছাêেক িদেয় নহবৎ বসােনা এই গÖ lনেত lনেতই তারা বাড়ী  

 



      ৬ 

 

=পৗঁেছ =গল। িরিন িকছু বলার আেগই সিলল জািনেয় িদেলা এই £Nাটটা =স সাবেলট 
িনেয়েছ এক iজরাL ভíেলােকর কাছ =থেক িতনমােসর জনN। ওরা রাত দেুটা 
=থেক দপুরু দেুটা অবিধ ঘেুমােলা। ঘমু =থেক উেঠ আলাপ হল পNােটেলর সােথ। 
িতিন জানােলন মনীষ চারবার =ফান কেরিছেলা, সিললেদর ওেদর বাড়ীেত =খেত 
=যেত বেলেছ। সিলল সেy সেy মনীষেক জািনেয় িদল =য ওরা িকছুRেনর মধN 
আসেছ। পNােটল চেল =গল। ওরা =রডী হেয় =বেরাবার মেুখ িরিন বলল, “তুিম =কন 
সকেলর কথা না lেন আমােক িবেয় করেত =গেল? তাহেল কত বড়েলােকর =মেয়র 
সেy =তামার িবেয় হেত পারেতা”। সিলল িরিনর =মাটা লÅা িবননুীর =গাড়াটা 
একটু =নেড় িদেয় বলল, “ঝুমিক ইয়ার, বাত এিহ হNায় িক িদল লােগ গািsেস =তা 
পরী =কয়া চীজ হNায়”। “এNাঁ তুিম আমােক গাধা বলেল”? “ঐ কাছাকিছ। এখন চল 
=তা ওেদর বাড়ী যাই, খুব িখেদ =পেয়েছ। আর তুিমও =দেখা বড়েলােকর =মেয়েদর   

কাছ =থেক িকছু আদব কায়দা িশেখ িনেত পার িকনা”। িরিন সিললেক একটা 

িচমL কাটল। এবার দজুেনই =হঁেস =ফলল। সিলল িরিনর কাঁেধ হাত =রেখ বলল, 

‘চল, যাই বেড়ােলােকর =মেয়েদর রা§া =কমন =খেয় আিস”। িরিনও সায় িদেয় 

বলল, ‘হNাঁ চেলা যাই’।   
 

 

       



                                                               Adventures in Austria  

(by Anandini Mukherjee, daughter of Amalendu & Haimanti) 

Museums, Museums, Museums! 
  Once upon a time, a girl went to Austria with her family. On their first day at Vienna, the capital, they saw 
a lot of art at the Belvedere Museum. The most famous painting in the museum was by Gustave Klimt, an 
impressionist. It was called the Kiss. They also saw a lot of art done by Monet in the museum, which consists 
of two Baroque palaces (Upper and Lower Belvedere), an orangery (garden) and stables. 

Prince Eugene of Savoy (Commander in chief) constructed Belvedere. He was a great lover of art and had 
frescos painted on some of the ceilings. It also has a huge garden with fountains and many exotic plants and 
flowers. After some more sight-seeing, they went home.  

The next day they went to Albertina. It was another art museum. They saw lots of paintings of different styles- 
Pointillism (painting with small dots), Fauvism, etc. One of the painters, Frank Grabmayr sculpted his own 
canvases and threw paint on to them. He even stuck hay and poured oil on some of his paintings.  

 After touring Albertina, they went to the carriage museum in the Schonbrunn Palace (summer residence of 
the Habsburg dynasty). They saw royal carriages of all shapes and sizes and even a sled for winter.  Some of 
the royal clothing was also on display. The carriages were used by Queen Elizabeth (not the one in England) 
and her husband, emperor Franz Joseph 1.  Queen Elizabeth was popularly known as Sisi and was famous 
for her love of sports, specially riding. 

                                                      
 Sisi’s dress                                            Fresco on the ceiling of Belvedere                        Vintage tiled fireplace 

 



Hiking through the Alps 
 Now they had enough of museums, so they drove to the west of Austria to see the mountains and spent next few 
days hiking in the Alps. On their first day they drove to the Zillertal Alps to hike up to Olpererhütte (in 
German hütte means hut), perched at a lofty 2,388 meters above sea level.  Little did they know about the 
challenges of the climb! Her parents thought the ascent will take about 2 hours; however, it took almost 4 hours. 
They had to take many breaks, but surprisingly her four-year-old little brother managed to climb to the top!   

On their to the top, they were amazed by the breathtaking views of the Schlegeis Reservoir, towering peaks, 
pine forest, mountain goats and glacier-fed waters. They crossed a footbridge (wooden plank) over a small 
stream and filled up their water-bottles from the stream. Upon reaching the top, they enjoyed the hearty 
mountain food served in the hütte, before heading to the iconic suspension bridge, famous for its panoramic views 
and amazing pictures. Under the bridge there was a mountain stream rushing through the rocks. She stood on 
the rocks and took pictures of her family on the bridge, appearing to suspend over the valley far behind. After 
some time, the family headed down the rocky slopes, enjoying the captivating views of the sunset. 

The next day they drove to a cable car station in Vorarlberg and took a cable car up to the Klangremstein trail 
area, where they got…frozen calzones! The kids were little confused but at the end of the trail they found the 
answer. There was a barbecue area with clay ovens where they could bake and enjoy the calzones!  Great day 
indeed, but trouble was awaiting them on their way back home…THEY GOT STUCK BETWEEN TWO 
MASSIVE MUDSLIDES!!! In the mountainous roads, landslides are common during heavy rainfall. Her 
parents talked to the other stranded people and concluded that their best chance was to spend the night in the 
tunnel till the roads are cleared. Soon muddy water began rushing in the tunnel. The family prepared to sleep in 
the car. A few hours later an evacuation van came and took them to a shelter. She was impressed by the amazing 
volunteers of Red Cross (Rotes Kreuz in German). After few hours, the roads were cleaned up and they 
finally reached home at … 2 a.m.!!! They had enough of mountains for now, so where did they go?           

                                                                                                                                   

 The mudslide                          The barbecue area                 Reservoir from Olperhütte                                                               



Fountains and Castles 
She visited a small town named Melk! While they were roaming in the Melk abbey, her parents almost forgot 
that they have to get onto a cruise on the Danube River. And guess what.. they had to run to catch the cruise on 
time. Her mom and brother could not run fast and almost boarded the wrong ship! Thankfully she yelled really 
loudly at the right time and they were able to board the right ship to Durnstein. Everyone got on and the cruise 
started. The views were amazing and the food too- they enjoyed Schnitzel and Apricot dumpling on board. The 
ship finally docked at Dürnstein, where they got off and walked toward the town and went through a gate. 
Right after this gate there was a small path that led up a mountain. They went up it and after some minutes 
they already saw the blue church steeple of the Dürnstein abbey. It didn’t take them much time until they 
already reached the outer castle yard. There were ruins of a castle on top of the mountain. They started to 
explore the castle grounds. The castle had become famous when Richard 1 the Lionheart had been captured on 
his way back to his homeland and imprisoned in the castle. The view was spectacular from top.  

The next day they took a train to Salzburg, another city and went to a palace named Hellbrunn that had a big 
garden with fountains. It was built by Prince Archbishop Marcus Sitticus. There was something special 
about the fountains. They were usually not spouting water! But when someone pulled a handle somewhere, 
the fountains (they were in unexpected places like seats so people sitting on them would get their pants wet) 
would start watering. There was also a musical theatre, and the figurines would move. But the fountains and 
the theatre were all built with the power of water some 400 years ago! Marcus Sitticus clearly liked to 
impress his guests! She loved Hellbrunn and the tricky fountains over there. They had a lovely vacation! 

              

Danube River from Dürnstein         The Trick Fountains table                   Ruins of Dürnstein castle 

 



A Bunny Encounter 
Somdeep Nath, Son of Moloy Nath (ETC ’02) & Sudipta Bandyopadhyay 

 
On May 19, 2024, a bunny gave birth and life was given to five little bunnies in the backyard of 8 
Harvey Drive. The small portion of their lives spent in our backyard will always have a place in my 
mind(and maybe theirs). In total, the bunnies spent around 9 days in total in my backyard, being 
born on the 19th and departing from my backyard on the 28th.  
 
The story of these bunnies begins with a bark. The bark of my dog, Percy, to be specific. You 
see, my backyard is where Percy goes to do his business, and he was quite startled to find five 
tiny guests in his domain. Therefore he did what he does whenever he sees something or 
someone that he doesn’t know, he barks. At first, he was observing them by sniffing their fluffy 
exteriors, and after a good minute of observation he started trying to eat them because he realized 
that those bunnies would make for a pretty good snack. I  was observing this from inside the 
house, and once I saw Percy open his mouth, I knew what he was trying to do. So I ran outside, 
scared Percy away, and for the time being, put a flower pot over the bunnies so Percy couldn’t 
harm them in any way. As soon as we got Percy inside and away from the bunnies, I devised a 
plan. I found a box with strange holes and some fluff to keep the bunnies in, and I went outside 
to utilize it. When I got to the scene, I realized that the bunnies wouldn’t budge from their original 
spots. So I improvised and used the box to hold up the flower pot on one side so that the mother 
bunny could come in and out of the pot to see and feed its kids, and the bunnies would still not 
be vulnerable to the looming threat of Percy.  
 
For the first three days of their lives, their eyes were closed and barely moved. Once I went in to 
observe them and I decided to touch one of the baby bunnies. My finger dove down and slowly 
stroked it. As soon as my fingertip made contact with its fur, a warm feeling immediately surged 
through my body, like the one you get when you drink tea or hot chocolate. I pondered whether I 
could keep the bunnies as pets and even presented the quandary to my mom, who then denied 
my offer and stated that bunnies were too difficult to take care of and if they came into the house, 
the threat of Percy would grow even larger. A few days after that failed endeavor, I noticed that 
the bunnies opened their eyes and started moving in their den a little more. I was rather fascinated 
about the growth cycle of these miniscule creatures and watching it unfold in real life.  
 
Every day after school when I arrived home, I immediately went to check on the bunnies and see 
their status. Soon enough, the bunnies became lively and joyful, and as I tried petting one with 
my finger as I did a few days ago, it jumped and hopped in a circle around its den to then jump 
back in and sleep. I also noticed that the grass around the den started to disappear, so I inferred 
that the bunnies started to graze on the grass and are beginning to depart from their ways of 
drinking their mother’s milk. Somewhere in the back of my mind, I felt as if the bunnies were 
starting to become restless and maybe wanted to leave their home to go explore someplace else. 



After 2 days, I went to pet a bunny again, but to my surprise, the bunny I petted decided to jump 
out of the den and hop out of my backyard! I believed the bunny to be long gone as it was the 
most adventurous one out of its litter, as the other four bunnies haven’t moved much compared 
to the adventurous bunny, who I named Alejandro because why not? However, on the next day 
when I went to do my daily check, I realized that Alejandro was back in the den, so he must have 
come back and remembered the way home. 
 
 Finally on May 28, 2024, all of the bunnies left our backyard. My time with them was short, but 
well spent. I was able to feel the immense pleasure of watching them grow into the capable grass 
munching machines they are today.  



                

 

            

June 25,2024 

 

There was a Copa America match between Argentina and Chile 
at MetLife stadium, and I got to see Lionel Messi live! 

Here is my experience seeing Messi and how I had lots of FUN! 
So far, Argentina’s Copa America Defense has been going well. 
They beat Canada 2-0. 

On the day we went to the game, we picked up my brother from 
daycare, Now, I was feeling very excited to see Lionel Messi! On 
the way to MetLife stadium, I fell asleep in the back of the car 
to save my energy so that I could cheer loudly. When we got 
there, I ate half of a subway sandwich. 

When we entered the stadium, all the fans had to settle down 
until both Chile and Argentina came to practice. That’s the 
reason why we came early! Messi also waved at me! I felt happy 
that he did that! I am also a soccer player! I came early to see 
Messi train and get ready for the match. I play for a team, but 
not a professional team. Messi’s training routines are very good 
before a game. 



 

The match started and Argentina had so many chances that 
were being saved by the Chile goalie. Argentina fans were 
cheering very wildly, and they were standing up often. Almost 
all the fans were wearing Messi jerseys. — some were of the fans 
were wearing Chile jersey or something else. My eyes were 
glued to Messi. I was analyzing Messi’s moves, He had chances, 
but he kept getting unlucky. He also created chances for the 
team. Chile also was attacking and had chances, But, Emiliano 
Martinez in goal was making crazy saves.   

 

In the second half Lauturo Martinez came on the pitch to play, 
Argentina started to create a lot more chances with Lauturo 
Martinez.Then In the 88th Minute Messi whipped in a corner It 

deflected to Lauturo Martinez and he scored! 1-0 at full 
time. 

 

After the game I was celebrating with the Argentinian fans, and 
I opened my shirt and danced. In the car we had Chinese food 
called. Sultan wok, it was very yummy! I was feeling very sleepy 
after cheering. I went to sleep. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Hello future college goers and parents/ guardians of future high school seniors! Does
the world of college applications and common app essays feel completely terrifying and
unknown to you? One could even describe the whole process as a black hole. Fear not! The
process is actually just about telling college a story, that story being you, and giving them the
confidence to invest in (aka accept) an enthusiastic and hardworking applicant such as yourself.
Here are some tips to prepare yourself in telling the story about you!

Tip 0: It’s never too early (or late) to start!
Attention high school freshmen and underclassmen:

If you are a high school freshman, beware! You might blink and suddenly it's junior year
and you’re taking your SATs but you have no idea what you might write about in your essay or
how you have shown leadership or teamwork! Start those volunteering, club, sport, dance hours
now!
Attention high school juniors and upperclassmen:

If you are in fact a junior wondering what you have accomplished so far, it's also never
too late to start something! if it's too late to join something and make substantial progress, no
worries! Solo and volunteering projects are a great way to showcase passions and dedication to
a subject. Confused where to start? Talk to your guidance / college counselors if there are
existing projects you can work on or if any school teachers are looking for student helpers. Also
the internet has some great suggestions too! Take your time to read and find something that
interests you and you can dedicate a lot of time and effort into.

If you are a junior / senior and you don’t have a lot of time, skip to Tip 7 to see how you
can spin things you have already done into resume and essay worthy experiences!

Tip 1: Consistency & Growth (Two things Colleges Look For / Love)!
Disclaimer: varies from college to college so highly recommend doing research into each college
and seeing what previously accepted students look like!

1. Consistency: Colleges love to see a consistent student whether it be grades, dedication
to a sport, club, extracurricular activities, student organization, volunteering work etc. My
advice? Find an activity you enjoy doing and try to advance in that activity from general
participant to a leadership position! Even if you can’t, 4 years or more in the same
organization shows dedication and commitment which are key values colleges look for
in their student leaders.

2. Growth: Colleges love to see a story and growth in anything tells them the story of how
you struggled but preserved and did better. It is very common for a student to do well in
high school and then arrive at college and struggle with classes or student life but if they
see you have already overcome that struggle once, they will have more confidence in you
that you can handle that pressure again. It is important that colleges see a general
upward trend whether it be grades or extracurriculars. A student who starts out
freshman year with Bs and Cs but continues to challenge themselves and with each year
they see less Cs and more As might show more promise and strength than the student
who had straight As in all accelerated classes all 4 years. Even the student that has a
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bad year or semester but is able to finish off junior year or start senior year well shows
perseverance and a strong will to be better.

It sounds contradictory I know, how can you be consistent and have growth at the same time?
Your consistency in a community shows them that if they accept you, you will be committed to
the college and its student communities. Your growth in areas you have fallen down shows
colleges who want to see that if you falter once arriving, that you will be able to pick yourself
back up and start again.

Tip 2: Research Research Research!
Take my word when I say it is the single most important thing in a college application

process. Knowing and understanding what institution you are applying to is key to a good
application and college experience, especially if you are aiming for a specific type of college.

What do I research you might ask?
1. How is the undergraduate program set up?

○ Is there a predetermined number of classes they decide for you to take?
○ Do they give you more freedom to take the classes you want to and make your

own major?
■ Ex. Information Systems at CMU is flexible in that 2 IS students can have

drastically different schedules (one could be taking more business
classes, the other more coding) but they graduate under the same degree.

■ Ex. CS and ECE on the other hand tend to have less flexibility and most
students' schedules look the same.

This is important to look at because you may want that flexibility to do different things or
you might want a set path to follow, either way, this is different across all majors and
colleges but course information is usually publicly available to view!

2. How difficult are the core classes? Will I be able to maintain a social, extracurricular life
outside of classes?

○ How many hours per week/ day are you spending in each class?
○ How many assignments do they give every week / month?

3. What does their student like encompass?
○ Do they have a lot of student clubs, opportunities to be a student leader?
○ Do they have your existing passions available as a recreational club or a

competitive team?
○ Does the school encourage you to join or already have student opportunities set

up by major?
4. What company / educational connections do they have / promote for post-grad

opportunities?
○ Maybe there is an undergrad program that feeds you into the masters program at

the college you know you want to do post-grad at.
○ Maybe you know you want to work at Company A and College B tends to have a

lot of graduates employed there.



■ Some colleges post their post-grad statistics so it's pretty easy to see
what companies have existing relations with certain colleges.

○ Some colleges have Co-Op programs where the colleges themselves connect you
to work part-time in a company whilst completing your degree. Or might have you
take a semester off to work and will help you find those opportunities.

5. How is their dorm life experience?
○ Is it individualistic and your dorms are just where you live or is there a sense of

community the colleges promote?
6. What does Greek life look like?

○ Greek life can have many networking opportunities and major specific
opportunities that can help you with securing post-grad opportunities.

7. What is the student body and professors like?
○ Are the professors heavily involved in clubs, research, student opportunities?
○ Is the student body known to be welcoming and supportive or is it known to be

more each person for themselves?
■ Talking to alumni and reading forums about specific colleges helps you

get a REAL sense of what it would be like to be a student there.

Tip 3: A grades are important! But they don’t show everything!
Some advisors might tell you a transcript with all As in all accelerated classes looks

better than a transcript with As, Bs, and Cs in honors classes but this is known to not be the
case. Colleges love to see a student who is willing to challenge themselves and not back down
because a class is too hard. In other words, they want to see how you will fare in their much
harder classes in addition to student activities. If they see you are taking the comfortable route
by just getting straight As in accelerated classes instead of challenging yourself to take an
honors class and end with a B, they might not think you are up for the challenge!

My advice? Take that honors class, strive for that A and worst case end up with that B.
Another common misconception is that you need to take every single honors and AP class your
school has to offer. Don’t. Quality over quantity is key! Focus on the subjects you excel at and
take the Honor / AP classes / tests in those subjects. If you think you will do well in all or you
don’t know yet what you want to do, then take this opportunity in high school to branch out and
explore what interests you! It helps a bit when applying if you have a general idea of what works
for you, and even if you don’t, don’t worry because that is also what college is for.

Tip 4: Standardized Testing Has Changed!
While the SATs are still usually mandatory in an application, standardized testing no

longer holds as much weight as it used to due to COVID. If you are unable to score well overall,
that's ok! If your English score is much better than your math, that should tell you to find more
ways to validate your writing skills and vice versa. A writing student doesn’t have to be great at
math so search for other opportunities like competitions, online writing submissions, school
newspapers, teacher-led projects and more to help support those scores and take eyes off
those not so awesome math scores. Colleges like to see that you are able to recognize your own



strengths and continue to apply those skills instead of just stopping at assessing skill levels
because that is exactly what they expect you to do on campus. They want to see good writers
not just doing well in classes but going out and being in competitions or contributing to a
column to help bring name recognition back to the college.

While SAT Subject tests don’t matter nearly as much, they are good indicators of what
subjects you excel at if you already know what majors you are applying to. If you can and can do
well, take it! It will always be a plus point.

Some AP courses aren’t necessarily offered at every school but are still available for
testing if you study at home. Some AP tests don’t even require you to take the course through
the school (again varies from school to school) so if you are looking for resume boosters, AP
tests are a great way to show academic excellence.

Tip 5: Honor Societies
Honor societies are a quick and easy way for colleges to evaluate the academic level,

community efforts, and community presence of a student. Most if not all have strict
requirements such as all As (or all As in chemistry classes for chemistry societies), strict
volunteering hours, and multiple recommendation letters from subject specific teachers.

As a recruiter, a student in a math honor society might pique my interest as I already
know they must have good math grades, contributed to math related extracurriculars or
competitions (for those volunteering hours) and are in good relations with their math teachers.
As a result, I might take a closer and more careful look at this student’s resume and essays to
learn more.

These societies are also great and easy ways to get more involved in extracurriculars
and subject specific work to rack up those resume bullet points with credible sources (your
teachers) to support you.

Tip 6: Be an all rounder! Even if you have a centralized focus!
If you are not sure what you want to do yet, being an all rounder is key to getting college

acceptances. Colleges want the next best thing to a contract guarantee that no matter what
major you eventually choose you can and will do well and that is your diverse high school
experience.

If you know exactly what you want to do, try to curate your resume to show dedication to
a subject or passion but still show that you are capable of more than just studies. Versatility is
always valued and even if you know exactly what you want to do, colleges want to see that you
can handle more than just doing what you want to do. They want to see you can go outside your
comfort zone and interact with people across various fields of study and backgrounds.

You will have to juggle living alone, student organizations, office hours and making
student connections in addition to studying. If you are able to show you can handle studies and
a club or two, it gives them confidence that you can do the same on campus. Being in these
organizations continues to show commitment, dedication, and routine on your behalf.

Just being in any of these communities will give you leadership, teamwork, responsibility,
diversity, and personal growth or challenge experiences to draw from for your essays!



1. Student Organizations: Student Council, Key Club, HOSA, Model UN, FBLA
2. Academic Orgs: Robotics, School Newspaper, Coding, Honor Societies, Writing Club,

Girls Who Code
3. Sports:Marching Band, Cheer, Football, Soccer, Golf, Tennis etc.
4. Creative Clubs: Dance Team, Art Club, Choir, Orchestra
5. Cultural: Setting up, Dancing, Singing, Performing for any cultural community→

Volunteering Hours
Note: These organizations do not have to be through the school, they can also be outside the
school but I do recommend being in at least one school related activity to show commitment to
your school community and be involved with your passions in outside communities.

Tip 7: Everything you have done, no matter how small matters!
One thing I realized in the application process is that everything is resume / essay

worthy even if you don’t think it is. Students have a tendency to undermine day-to-day things
they do or the communities they are a part of on a daily basis. The cultural communities you
have been a part of since childhood might hold volunteer work worthy of a resume bullet or a
personal experience that could answer an essay question. Your experience in the classroom is
also often overlooked in resume and essay content.

Say you are struggling to find a leadership experience to talk about in an essay because
you don’t have official club titles. That's a-ok! Maybe you were in a group project and you took
the lead in distributing the work or making sure everyone submitted their part on time. Maybe
you took on the responsibility of communicating project expectations with the teacher. Say an
essay asks about a time you struggled with teamwork and how you fixed the issues. Maybe a
project partner was struggling to hand in their work on time so you took the initiative to
communicate with them and find a more manageable timeline. Or maybe they didn’t bother
trying to help at all and you took the responsibility to notify your teacher and ask for help. This
shows that you did not just let the problem fester and you are able to reach out for help when
needed.

If you are struggling to answer an essay question or find resume bullets to add, take a
closer look at all of your personal and collaboration experiences, not just the ones they expect
you to talk about (clubs, sports, extracurriculars etc).

Tip 8: Pre-College / Summer Programs
Most colleges and universities of all levels offer various summer programs (free of cost

and paid) to students of all ages to help students get an idea of what college is like. I highly
recommend that if you are able to, try to spend at least one part of summer doing a summer
program (of any kind) as it shows not only demonstrated interest in the subject but the college
as well.

If you have a dream college in mind, attending a pre-college program might give you a
better insight of the campus life and classes and help you decide if it's the one for you. Even if
it's not your dream college, it will help you understand a college kid’s perspective and how
college classes are structured.



Summer programs are also a great way to explore subject areas you are not familiar with
and give you an insight into various majors that aren’t covered in high school. They also give you
a plethora of experiences to talk about and refer back to even if it ended up not being something
you are interested in. Colleges are also interested in hearing how you narrowed down what you
want to study.

Confused on how to find one? Reach out to your guidance / academic / college
counselors. They usually have a giant list of summer programs you can attend and can also help
you apply to them. If they don’t have anything you like, a quick internet search will land you at
least 100 you can look through.

Tip 9: Teacher / Coach / Academic Advisor Recommendations
It goes without saying that a recommendation letter could make or break your

application. I said it anyway because students tend to forget that a transcript, a resume and a
student written essay don’t give colleges any outsider perspective of a student.
Recommendation letters are recruiters' only ways of understanding what a student is really like
in a classroom or a team. Students generally do not get to see the letters themselves but have
every opportunity to guarantee it highlights their strengths and weaknesses in the best way
possible.

How do I get a good recommendation letter?
1. Start Early! Be a good student and build a relationship with them from day 1.

Teachers usually have a limit of 10-20 letters and they will reserve them for the students who
have been consistently making a good impression from day 1. Building a relationship doesn’t
always mean staying after class everyday to talk to them or trying to do extra work for them.
Just having a quick and polite conversation or being a recognizable student they can easily write
good things about (even if it's generic) makes their life easier and more willing to say yes to the
letter.

2. Ask for quality letters!
Colleges prefer letters from junior year teachers as they are the most recent ones; however, a
letter from a coach or a teacher who has known you for years across academics and sports
could be more valuable.

It is also important to recognize which letters go to which college and what major as
well. If you are applying to a writing major, you would probably want your writing teacher to talk
about your skills and how you are as a student. Say for some reason they don’t have the best
impression of you or doesn’t seem like they know you that well, get the letter from the science
teacher you talk to everyday and knows how hard you work in their class. Let them know you are
applying for a writing major and they might be able to draw a focus on the high writing level of
your lab reports in addition to your character.

3. Be prepared for a no, always have backups!
Teachers are also not obligated to give any student a letter and it is very much their right to say
no at any point. Always have back up teachers / letters ready in the worst case possible they
can not write it for whatever reason or just say no. It happens and can often be a teacher’s fault



more than yours so make sure you get those letters in on time and have backups ready just in
case.

4. Always ask in person, never ever in email and with utmost respect!
Like I said earlier, teachers do not have to say yes and if they get a generic email asking for one,
99/100 times they will say no. Teachers will always rather you ask them in person and that you
ask them early enough so they can start planning how many to write and when. If it's a teacher
you are meeting for the first time, spend the first weeks of school really getting to know them so
by the time October rolls around, they are ready to write you a letter.

Tip 10: Future Tip, don’t be afraid to transfer!
The process doesn’t end once you have made it in. A good number of students end up

realizing that the major isn’t for them or the college environment isn’t what they expected. Do
not be afraid to open up the discussion of transferring to a different college or another major.
You aren’t stuck and there are entire departments dedicated to helping students transition. You
would go through another research and application process but if it is really not working for you,
do not worry because there are people there to help!

Alumni Advice:
It helps to know where you are headed and how to prepare for that, is to find other

students who have already done it! Find alumni (high school and college) who are willing to talk
(again go through advisors / schools tend to have a list) or use social media (Linkedin,
Instagram etc). Be respectful and understand they don’t gain anything from talking to you so
having a genuine interest in their journey is important. Alumni generally do not give free advice
to students who they don’t think will use it well!

Also the internet exists! There are loads of online forums where people give out their
experiences on teacher / professor / course / class experiences such as Reddit, My Professor
etc. Reading through them also helps to get a background idea of the overall experience as well.

Key takeaways:
1. Get those As but challenge yourself with higher level classes!
2. Participate in activities in and out of your school to show you have dedication to the

various communities you are a part of.
3. Research everything and go into things with preparation!
4. Talk to advisors, alumni, and students! Communication is important and gives you an

idea of what the experience really will be like!
5. Maintain relationships from day 1, you will need them!
6. The internet is your friend! Don’t know something? Not sure where to start? Go ask

google, someone will already have had that question.
7. Don't try to do everything, do 1-2 things well.
8. Visit colleges, show interest! Reach out to recruiters and do an interview if they allow!
9. Transferring is an option and you are never stuck in a decision you made as a high

school senior.



PSA to Parents: Your kids have got this! Remember to be supportive and help them find
something they are passionate about and not just something to default on. Most students have
no idea what they want to be doing at age 18 and end up wishing they had known better when
applying to not just follow everyone else and default. Encourage them to learn and research and
encourage them to know better! They may not want to at the time but college them might thank
you for helping them find the institution and the right environment that helps them make life
changing decisions much later in the future!



Importance of Macroeconomics to Everyday People  
by Arkadeep Das (Gr 12, South Brunswick High School) 

To most, macroeconomics is the study of large-scale economic factors at a national and 

global level, but it's more than just that. Macroeconomics affects our everyday lives in some form 

or another. Understanding the crucial concepts in macroeconomics would help enable individuals, 

businesses, lawmakers and politicians to make careful decisions, anticipate economic trends, & 

respond effectively to financial crises such as the one from 2008 or even the one that happened 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. It equips us with the vital info to navigate complex economic 

situations that affect our daily lives. In this essay, I am going to expand on few major 

macroeconomic aspects that have a big influence on average Americans in everyday life.  

An important economic factor that most people think of when it comes to macroeconomics 

is a country’s GDP or Gross Domestic Product, which is the monetary value of the final goods 

and services produced. It basically gives a measure of how good or bad the economy is doing. It 

also helps policymakers & central banks (e.g. the Fed or The Federal Reserve) infer whether the 

economy is shrinking (i.e. recession) or growing. Investors use data based on the nominal (the 

raw value of goods and services produced as collected with inflation) or real (a measure that is 

adjusted to not include inflation) GDP to assess an economy’s condition without price changes. 

To calculate GDP, consumer spending, government spending, business capital spending, and 

the country’s net exports (exports - imports) are added up. During the second quarter of 2024, 

the real GDP for the US rose 3.0% from the previous quarter to $28.65 trillion. This increase 

reflects increases in consumer expenditure, private inventory investment, and more. When the 

GDP is growing, it indicates that more people are being hired and that families are spending more 

on different items as people have more money in their pockets than they did this time last year.  

Another economic indicator that concerns everyday Americans is the Consumer Price 

Index (CPI). The CPI measures the average price change based on a basket of goods and 

services over a period. It is also the most widely used measure for calculating the inflation rate. 

The inflation rate is calculated by taking last year’s CPI, subtracting it from the current CPI, 

dividing it by last year’s CPI, and multiplying that by 100. Just like GDP, economists use the CPI 

to make informed economic decisions. The Fed uses it to determine its economic policies. For 

July 2024, the CPI rose 0.2% from the previous month & 2.9% over the last 12 months. The price 

of the food basket within the CPI rose by 2.2% in the 12 months ending in July 2024. In regard to 

everyday Americans, it describes the prices of different household items that are bought & it 

shows how expensive different items are getting compared to last year or month. This also shows 

that some things might not be affordable for everyday Americans at the grocery store. Although 



everyday prices have gone up a lot recently, I expect them to go down or remain elevated in the 

short run. If household items prices remain higher our purchasing power will decrease each year 

if our family’s income doesn’t increase at the same rate or more than the annual inflation rate. 

Lastly, another big economic indicator that many Americans look at is the unemployment 

rate. The rate is the proportion of the able workforce that is currently unemployed. It is used to 

make economic decisions as well as influence monetary policy. U-3 is the employment rate 

number that is commonly seen by most individuals. It is calculated by dividing the number of 

unemployed over the total workforce. It considers the number of people not working that have 

been looking for work for the past four weeks. For July 2024, the seasonally adjusted U-3 rate 

rose 0.2% to 4.3% and now sits at 7.2 million people. These numbers have been rising since the 

U-3 rate hit a low of 3.4% in Jan and April of 2023. A rising unemployment rate can also have big 

effects on people such as decreasing the disposable income of families with unemployed people, 

eroding purchasing power, diminishing employee morale by making them more fearful of losing 

their jobs, & reducing an economy’s annual output shown through its GDP.  

Overall, I feel more informed about different economic indicators but there are so much 

more than just these three main ones. Another important aspect in macroeconomics is the 

concept of supply and demand, e.g. of housing. Although interest rates have a huge impact on 

the housing industry, supply and demand also play an important part. For example, understanding 

supply and demand for different goods and services gives us a good understanding of the 

complexity of national and global economies. By studying these core principles of 

macroeconomics, individuals can better understand the importance of each economic indicator 

and the role they play in the economy. These concepts are vital for making informed business 

and policy decisions and to promote economic well-being. Some people are out looking for jobs, 

others are trying to navigate this environment of high food and gas prices and still others are trying 

their best to keep their jobs without losing them and becoming unemployed. Regardless, 

macroeconomics is very much involved in our day to day lives.  
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In today’s fast-paced world, we’re all juggling a thousand things at once—kind of like being in a circus, but without the cool 
costume or applause. Whether it’s meeting tight deadlines, managing sky-high expectations, or putting out figurative fires 
that somehow always flare up at the worst possible moment, we’ve all wished for a personal assistant (a PA) who could 
magically swoop in and handle it all. 
 
Enter Generative AI or GenAI, the sidekick we didn’t know we needed, but now can’t live without.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this brief read, I’ll walk you through some real-life and detailed scenarios where GenAI steps in to save the day. No, I’m not 
going to bore you with the technical mumbo jumbo – that’s for another day maybe.  
 
We’re just here to talk about the “what” and not the “how” on ‘GenAI in everyday life’. 
 
First off, what’s GenAI. 
Well, in fancy terms, "Generative AI (GenAI) refers to a class of artificial intelligence systems that have the ability to generate 
new content, such as text, images, or other data, that is similar to, but not directly copied from, existing examples." In simpler 
terms, it’s that magical tool that turns your mundane tasks into something much less painful. 
 
Now, let’s break down some of the regular tasks we face and execute each day into three categories: simple, medium, and 
complex. 

1. Simple Tasks: 
o Meeting Notes Summary 
o Report Generation 

2. Medium Tasks: 
o Dataset Analysis 
o Risk Analysis 
o Cost and Schedule Estimation 
o Cost-Benefit Analysis 

3. Complex Tasks: 
o Business Case Creation 
o Decision Making and scheduling of personal and office projects 

 
Here’s how GenAI can help in these 3 areas: 

• Simple Tasks: GenAI automates these. Imagine it’s like that reliable intern who doesn’t need coffee breaks and 
never messes up the coffee order. It takes care of report generation, document analysis, and meeting note 
summarization with ease.  So, it can AUTOMATE for you. 
 

• Medium Tasks: Here, GenAI is like a trusty co-pilot. It’ll help draft initial reports, conduct a preliminary analysis, 
and even highlight potential risks. You’ll still need to step in to polish things up, but the heavy lifting is already 
done. So, GenAI ASSISTS you. 

 
• Complex Tasks: For the tough and complex stuff, GenAI works alongside you, helping you brainstorm and refine 

complex strategies. It’s like having a supercharged assistant who keeps you on top of your game. So, GenAI 
AUGMENTS. 

 
But too much theory makes everything dull and mundane…. Let’s make this interesting. So, let’s dive into some real and 
detailed use cases, one from each category to see GenAI (in this case, with our good friend ChatGPT) in action. 

Arghya Mandal (EE 2003)
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Use Case 1: Meeting notes Summary [a simple Task] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts from a brief project meeting: 
 

Person 1 (Alex): Hey team, let's kick off this project management call. We've got a tight deadline ahead. John, can you 
update us on the project timelines? 
 

Person 2 (John): Sure, Alex. So far, we're on track with the initial milestones. The design phase is almost complete, and 
development is underway. But I've noticed a potential bottleneck in testing that might push us a bit. 
 

Person 3 (Maria): Testing? What seems to be the issue there, John? 
 

John: Well, Maria, it's the integration testing. Some of the components are taking longer to sync up than anticipated, 
and I'm worried it might spill over into the next phase. 
 

Person 4 (Chris): Okay, that's a concern. Maria, any thoughts on how we can address this challenge? 
 

Maria: Thanks, Chris. I think we should allocate additional resources to the testing phase. Maybe pull in a couple of 
extra testers to speed up the process. It's a critical step, and we can't afford delays there. 
 

Alex: Good suggestion, Maria. Let's get that arranged. Chris, any insights on potential impacts on the overall timeline? 
 

Chris: I've run some scenarios, and if we bring in extra hands for testing, we might be able to catch up and avoid a 
significant delay. However, it's crucial we communicate this to the client ASAP to manage expectations. 
 

John: Agreed. I'll draft a revised timeline and share it with everyone before we reach out to the client. Also, we might 
want to reassess our risk mitigation strategies for the future phases. 
 

Maria: Absolutely. It's better to be proactive and transparent about these challenges. They'll appreciate our honesty, 
and we can work together on solutions. 
 

Alex: Great, team. Let's move quickly on the additional resources for testing and ensure the client is informed promptly. 
We've got this – we've tackled tougher challenges before. 
 

John: Agreed, Alex. We'll get through this, and the project will come out even stronger. 
 
[Note: This is a very linear conversation for the sake of simplifying the use case. In real scenario, these conversations would be longer and 
filled with noise. But todays GenAI models are equipped to take out the noise from a conversation] 
 
So, this is a simple meeting where some decisions were made. 
Imagine you were not present at the meeting, but you wanted the summary and a few other things. Can GenAI help? 
I provided this input to ChatGPT and asked some interesting questions. Let’s see the answers it gave. 
 
Q1: Generate a brief summary of the meeting. 
ChatGPT answer: In the project meeting, the team discussed the status and upcoming challenges. John updated everyone on 
the project timelines, noting that while the design phase is nearly complete, there's a potential bottleneck in integration 
testing that could delay the next phase.  
Maria suggested allocating additional testers to speed up the testing process, which was agreed upon by the team. Chris 
emphasized the importance of informing the client about the potential delay in managing expectations. The team decided to 
bring in more resources for testing and revise the project timeline to mitigate risks and ensure transparency with the client. 
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Q2: From the excerpt, can you tell me the role that each person plays within the organization. 
ChatGPT answer:  

1. Alex appears to be the Project Manager or Team Lead. He is facilitating the meeting, assigning tasks, and ensuring 
that the team addresses any challenges. 

2. John seems to be responsible for overseeing the project timelines and milestones, likely playing the role of a Project 
Coordinator or Senior Developer. He is aware of the overall project progress and identifies potential bottlenecks. 

3. Maria likely holds a role related to Quality Assurance or Testing Management. She is focused on the testing phase, 
suggesting solutions to mitigate delays. 

4. Chris seems to be in a role that involves project planning or risk management, possibly a Project Planner or Risk 
Manager. He assesses the impact of potential delays and advises on communication strategies with the client. 

These roles are inferred based on their contributions to the discussion. 
 
 
Q3: What was the tone of the conversation? 
ChatGPT answer: The tone of the conversation was professional, collaborative, and solution oriented. The team members 
communicated openly about potential challenges, such as the testing bottleneck, and worked together to find proactive 
solutions.  
Despite the pressure of a tight deadline, the discussion remained constructive, with a focus on teamwork and maintaining 
transparency with the client. There was also a sense of determination and confidence, as reflected in Alex's encouragement 
that the team has tackled tougher challenges before. 
 
 
Q4: What were Maria's main points. 
ChatGPT Answer: 

• Identifying the Issue: She asked John for more details about the bottleneck in the testing phase, showing her focus 
on understanding the root cause of the delay. 

• Proposing a Solution: She suggested allocating additional resources to the testing phase by bringing in extra testers 
to speed up the process. Maria emphasized that this step is critical to avoid delays in the project. 

• Emphasizing Proactivity and Transparency: Maria highlighted the importance of being proactive in addressing 
challenges and stressed the need for transparency with the client, believing that honesty would help in finding 
collaborative solutions. 

 
These answers, actually, are pretty accurate to the context and to the point.  
So, Boom! Now you’re in the loop without having to sit through an hour of corporate lingo.  
 
ChatGPT AUTOMATED my task here and it did quite well. 
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Use Case 2: Analyzing a Dataset  [a medium complex task] 
 
Excel sheets—they’re the unsung heroes of both our office and personal lives. Whether we’re tracking budgets, planning 
projects, or trying to make sense of our ever-growing to-do lists, those grids and cells are there for us.  
 
But let’s be real: digging through data in Excel can sometimes feel like trying to decode an ancient language. Sure, there’s a 
treasure trove of insights hidden in those sheets but getting to them can be a bit of a brain workout. Wouldn’t it be nice if we 
had a little help cracking the code? 
 

 
 
To illustrate how GenAI can help here and how anyone can do it - let’s go through the flight data excel (as below) first. 
 

Flight 
ID 

Airline Origin Destination Departure 
Date 

Departure 
Time 

Arrival 
Date 

Arrival 
Time 

Flight 
Duration 

Distance 
(Miles) 

Aircraft 
Type 

Ticket 
Price 

Passengers Delayed 

FL1001 Delta JFK LAX 2023-01-
01 

12:00 PM 2023-
01-01 

03:00 
PM 

3h 2500 Boeing 
737 

300 150 No 

FL1002 United LAX ORD 2023-01-
02 

08:00 AM 2023-
01-02 

01:00 
PM 

5h 1800 Airbus 
A320 

200 120 Yes 

FL1003 American DFW SFO 2023-01-
03 

03:30 PM 2023-
01-03 

07:30 
PM 

4h 1600 Boeing 
787 

400 180 No 

FL1004 Southwest LAS DEN 2023-01-
04 

06:45 AM 2023-
01-04 

08:45 
AM 

2h 800 Airbus 
A319 

150 80 No 

FL1005 JetBlue BOS MCO 2023-01-
05 

02:15 PM 2023-
01-05 

05:15 
PM 

3h 1200 Embraer 
E190 

180 100 No 

FL1006 Delta ATL IAH 2023-01-
06 

10:30 AM 2023-
01-06 

01:30 
PM 

3h 700 Boeing 
737 

250 130 Yes 

FL1007 Alaska SEA PDX 2023-01-
07 

04:45 PM 2023-
01-07 

05:45 
PM 

1h 200 Airbus 
A320 

100 50 No 

FL1008 Spirit FLL LGA 2023-01-
08 

01:00 PM 2023-
01-08 

04:00 
PM 

3h 500 Airbus 
A319 

120 70 Yes 

FL1009 Frontier MIA DCA 2023-01-
09 

09:30 AM 2023-
01-09 

12:30 
PM 

3h 600 Airbus 
A320 

140 90 No 

FL1010 United IAD ORD 2023-01-
10 

07:15 AM 2023-
01-10 

10:15 
AM 

3h 800 Boeing 
787 

220 110 No 

FL1091 Southwest SJC SAN 2023-01-
31 

11:30 AM 2023-
01-31 

01:30 
PM 

2h 400 Airbus 
A319 

100 60 No 

FL1092 JetBlue JFK MCO 2023-02-
01 

02:00 PM 2023-
02-01 

05:00 
PM 

3h 1100 Embraer 
E190 

170 90 Yes 

FL1093 Delta LAX LAS 2023-02-
02 

05:45 PM 2023-
02-02 

06:45 
PM 

1h 300 Boeing 
737 

120 70 No 

FL1094 American DFW MIA 2023-02-
03 

10:15 AM 2023-
02-03 

02:15 
PM 

4h 1200 Boeing 
787 

320 180 No 

FL1095 Southwest DEN PHX 2023-02-
04 

03:30 PM 2023-
02-04 

05:30 
PM 

2h 600 Airbus 
A319 

90 50 No 

FL1096 Spirit ORD ATL 2023-02-
05 

08:00 AM 2023-
02-05 

12:00 
PM 

4h 800 Airbus 
A320 

150 80 Yes 

FL1097 United IAH SFO 2023-02-
06 

01:45 PM 2023-
02-06 

04:45 
PM 

3h 1400 Boeing 
787 

250 120 No 

FL1098 Frontier MCO BOS 2023-02-
07 

06:15 AM 2023-
02-07 

10:15 
AM 

4h 1000 Airbus 
A320 

180 100 No 

FL1099 Alaska SEA SJC 2023-02-
08 

12:30 PM 2023-
02-08 

01:30 
PM 

1h 300 Airbus 
A320 

120 60 Yes 

FL1100 JetBlue LGA FLL 2023-02-
09 

04:00 PM 2023-
02-09 

07:00 
PM 

3h 700 Embraer 
E190 

200 110 No 
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Now, after uploading this Excel file to ChatGPT, I've essentially unleashed the power of GenAI to dive deep into the data and 
reveal its secrets. No complicated formulas or endless scrolling—just simple questions and answers, all in plain English. It's 
like having a conversation with your spreadsheet. So, buckle up and follow along! 
 
Q1: Please provide me with a grid, on descending order, by Aircraft type, with respect to the total distance (Miles) in the data 
provided. 
ChatGPT Answer:  
 

AIRCRAFT TYPE TOTAL DISTANCE (MILES) NUMBER OF FLIGHTS 
AIRBUS A320 5,800 6 
BOEING 787 5,000 4 
BOEING 737 3,500 3 

EMBRAER E190 3,000 3 
AIRBUS A319 2,600 5 

 
Q2: Which section was costliest? 
ChatGPT Answer: The costliest sector in the data provided is the flight from DFW to SFO, with a ticket price of $400. 
 
Q3: Is there a way I could have travelled from JFK to LAS? How? 
ChatGPT Answer:  
Based on the flight data you provided, here’s how you could travel from JFK to LAS using available connections: 

1. JFK to LAX: 
o Flight FL1001: Delta Airlines, Departure: 2023-01-01 at 12:00 PM, Arrival: 2023-01-01 at 03:00 PM, Duration: 

3h, Distance: 2500 miles. 
2. LAX to LAS: 

o Flight FL1004: Southwest Airlines, Departure: 2023-01-04 at 06:45 AM, Arrival: 2023-01-04 at 08:45 AM, 
Duration: 2h, Distance: 800 miles. 

 
Q4: Which Aircraft Type carried the most passengers? 
ChatGPT Answer: Boeing 787 carried the most passengers, with a total of 590 passengers across the flights. 
 
Q5: Which Airline was Best and Worse in terms of delays? 
ChatGPT answer:  
Best Airline (Least Delayed):  American, Southwest, and Frontier, with 0 delayed flights. 
Worst Airline (Most Delayed):  Spirit, with 3 delayed flights. 
 
So, within minutes, you’ve got the insights you need, minus the headache of running SQL (Structured Query Language) queries 
or fiddling with pivot tables. This used to take days—now, it’s done in 5 minutes.  
 
ChatGPT has ASSISTED me like a true co-pilot here. It did quite well actually. 
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Use Case 3: Decision Making and scheduling of personal and office projects [a complex task]. 
 

This is a complex situation where we need to make a project plan with a lot of project constraints. 
 

Situation: As the Project Manager, you are leading a project team with a software feature development 
project. You need to plan out this project. 
 

Team members: 
• Alex (Backend Developer) 
• Bella (Frontend Developer) 
• Chris (QA Engineer) 
• David (UX/UI Designer) 
• Emma (DevOps Specialist) 
• Frank (Full-Stack Developer) 
• Grace (Full-Stack Developer) 
• Harry (Mobile App Developer) 
• Iris (Database Administrator) 
• Jake (Technical Writer) 

 

Project Constraints: 
Fixed Project Timeline: The project will begin on January 15, 2023, and conclude on May 5, 2023, adhering 
to a 16-week fixed timeline. 
Planned Time Off for Team Members:  

• Alex (Backend Developer) will be on vacation during Week 5 (February 20-24, 2023),  
• Grace (Full-Stack Developer) will be on vacation during Weeks 8-9 (March 13-24, 2023),  
• Emma (DevOps Specialist) will attend a conference in Week 12 (April 10-14, 2023). 

Phase Dependencies and Milestones: The project will be divided into four phases 
• Planning (Weeks 1-2),  
• Design (Weeks 3-4),  
• Development (Weeks 5-10),  
• Testing (Weeks 11-13), and  
• Deployment (Weeks 14-16), each with clearly defined milestones. 

Quality Assurance and User Acceptance Testing (UAT) Windows: Quality assurance testing will take place 
in Weeks 11-12, followed by User Acceptance Testing (UAT) in Week 13. No new development or major 
changes will be introduced during these testing phases. 

 
Okay, with this whole thing uploaded in ChatGPT, I have asked it one simple English question again. 
 
Question: So now give me a very detailed project plan based on the information shared and with the constraints. Please 
provide me with a grid. 
ChatGPT response:  
Here's a detailed project plan grid, breaking down the tasks into sub-tasks. This version provides a finer granularity of activities, 
assigned team members, days, start and end days, and remarks. 
 

PHASE TASK SUB-TASK ASSIGNED TO DAYS START 
DAY 

END DAY REMARKS 

PLANNING Kickoff Meeting Prepare Agenda All team members 1 15-Jan-23 15-Jan-23 Align goals and timeline. 

    Conduct Meeting All team members 1 15-Jan-23 15-Jan-23   

  Requirements 
Gathering 

Gather Initial Requirements All team members 2 16-Jan-23 17-Jan-23 Define project scope and 
deliverables. 

    Document Requirements Jake 2 18-Jan-23 19-Jan-23 Document requirements for 
future reference. 

  Initial Project 
Setup 

Setup Project Infrastructure Emma 2 20-Jan-23 21-Jan-23 Setup initial project infrastructure. 

    Configure Tools and 
Repositories 

Emma 2 22-Jan-23 23-Jan-23 Configure tools and repositories 
for the project. 
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DESIGN System 
Architecture 
Design 

Define Architecture Alex, Grace, Frank 5 25-Jan-23 29-Jan-23 Design system architecture and 
high-level design. 

    Review Architecture All team members 2 30-Jan-23 31-Jan-23 Review and finalize system 
architecture. 

  UI/UX Mockups Create Wireframes David 5 25-Jan-23 29-Jan-23 Develop initial wireframes for the 
UI. 

    Design High-Fidelity 
Mockups 

David, Bella 5 1-Feb-23 5-Feb-23 Create high-fidelity UI/UX 
mockups. 

    Review and Finalize 
Mockups 

All team members 2 6-Feb-23 7-Feb-23 Review and finalize UI/UX designs. 

  Database Schema Define Database 
Requirements 

Iris 2 25-Jan-23 26-Jan-23 Determine database 
requirements. 

    Design Database Schema Iris 3 27-Jan-23 29-Jan-23 Design and document database 
schema. 

    Review and Finalize Schema All team members 2 30-Jan-23 31-Jan-23 Review and finalize database 
schema. 

DEVELOPMENT Backend 
Development 

Develop API Endpoints Alex 10 8-Feb-23 17-Feb-23 Develop and test API endpoints. 

    Implement Business Logic Alex 10 18-Feb-23 27-Feb-23 Implement business logic and 
integrate APIs. 

  Frontend 
Development 

Develop UI Components Bella 10 8-Feb-23 17-Feb-23 Develop UI components based on 
designs. 

    Integrate UI with Backend Bella 10 18-Feb-23 27-Feb-23 Integrate frontend UI with 
backend services. 

  Mobile App 
Development 

Develop Mobile Features Harry 10 8-Feb-23 17-Feb-23 Develop mobile app features. 

    Integrate Mobile App with 
Backend 

Harry 10 18-Feb-23 27-Feb-23 Integrate mobile app with 
backend services. 

  Integration Integrate Frontend and 
Backend 

Alex, Bella, Frank 10 1-Mar-23 14-Mar-23 Integrate frontend and backend 
components. 

    Integrate Mobile App Alex, Harry, Frank 10 15-Mar-23 28-Mar-23 Integrate mobile app with system 
components. 

  Full-Stack 
Development 

Address Integration Issues Grace, Frank 10 29-Mar-23 8-Apr-23 Resolve issues found during 
integration. 

    Refactor and Optimize 
Code 

Grace, Frank 10 9-Apr-23 18-Apr-23 Refactor and optimize code. 

  DevOps Setup Setup CI/CD Pipelines Emma 5 1-Apr-23 5-Apr-23 Configure CI/CD pipelines for 
automated deployment. 

    Configure Environment Emma 5 6-Apr-23 10-Apr-23 Set up deployment environment. 

TESTING Quality Assurance 
Testing 

Develop Test Cases Chris 3 15-Apr-23 17-Apr-23 Develop and document test cases. 

    Execute Test Cases Chris 7 18-Apr-23 26-Apr-23 Execute QA testing and log 
defects. 

  User Acceptance 
Testing (UAT) 

Prepare UAT Plan Chris 2 27-Apr-23 28-Apr-23 Prepare plan for user acceptance 
testing. 

    Conduct UAT All Developers 3 29-Apr-23 1-May-23 Perform user acceptance testing 
with stakeholders. 

DEPLOYMENT Final Preparations Prepare Deployment Scripts Emma 2 2-May-23 3-May-23 Prepare and review deployment 
scripts. 

    Finalize Deployment Plan Emma 1 4-May-23 4-May-23 Finalize deployment strategy. 

  Deployment Deploy to Production All team members 1 5-May-23 5-May-23 Deploy the software to 
production. 

  Post-Deployment 
Review 

Review Deployment Results All team members 3 6-May-23 8-May-23 Review deployment and address 
any issues. 

Constraints Management 
• Alex: Vacation Week 5 (Feb 20-24, 2023) – Covered by adjusting backend development tasks. 
• Grace: Vacation Weeks 8-9 (Mar 13-24, 2023) – Adjusted Full-Stack Development tasks. 
• Emma: Conference Week 12 (Apr 10-14, 2023) – Adjusted DevOps tasks. 

This grid provides a detailed breakdown of each task and sub-task, accounting for team member constraints and ensuring comprehensive project coverage. 
 
For a moment, take a closer look at the plan. ChatGPT was able to decide the necessary tasks and sub-tasks. It might not be 
perfect yet, there might be HALUCINATION (check the grid closely again) but it has given you a BIG head start in devising the 
project plan with all constraints. 
So ChatGPT has AUGMENTED me like a supercharged assistant. I would say it has done well – once again. 
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So those are the detailed Use Cases I thought would help. Of course there are many more. 
 
Now to end this and just to have some fun and open our mind, let’s go through some scenarios (the art of the possible) in not 
so far future with GenAI. 
 
Here are a few I could think of. Can you add too? 
 

AI-Enhanced Team Dynamics: 
Imagine GenAI analyzing team communication in real-time. If it detects a drop in collaboration or a 
negative shift in sentiment during a virtual meeting, it could suggest team-building activities, virtual social 
events, or even recommend adjusting task assignments to improve team morale and cohesion. 
 
Predictive Adaptability for Project Risks: 
Consider GenAI analyzing historical project data and external factors.  
If it predicts a potential supply chain disruption based on global trends, it might recommend alternative 
suppliers, adjust production timelines, or suggest risk mitigation strategies before the disruption occurs, 
ensuring project continuity. 
 
AI-Driven Creativity for Problem Solving: 
Picture GenAI actively participating in brainstorming sessions. If the project team faces a creative block in 
designing a unique feature for a mobile app, GenAI could generate diverse and unconventional ideas, 
inspiring the team and providing fresh perspectives to overcome design challenges. 
 
Emotional Intelligence Integration: 
Imagine GenAI analyzing team communication and detecting signs of stress or frustration. If it identifies 
a team member experiencing burnout, it could recommend workload adjustments, encourage breaks, or 
suggest mental health resources, fostering a supportive and emotionally intelligent project environment. 
 
Personalized Project Management Assistants: 
Envision GenAI learning that a project manager prefers visual data representations. It could customize its 
reporting style, delivering visually rich insights and dashboards tailored to the manager's preference, 
optimizing information consumption and decision-making. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s all. If I have inspired, you to use GenAI in your daily life – this article has done its job. 
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